
Second Year 
Architecture community-
based project 

The year’s work was based in Monasterevin. The year began with a 

study of the town informed by the architects, planners and local 

historians and community groups of Monasterevin and Kildare. This 

was followed by a study by the students of: the uses of the buildings, 

the transport links, the history of how the town developed and the 

distance people travel to shops, schools.  

These studies allowed the students-working in teams- to develop 

proposals for the civic realm and an overall town strategy. The 

students then worked with the local community and the group MAIN 

(Men Alone In No-man’s land) to develop designs for the ‘manshed’. 

The ‘manshed’ is a space for unemployed men to work together and 

engage in conversation. The students proposed restoring a number 

of underused or disused buildings in the town as a suitable location 

for these building types. 

This was followed by an exploration of residential types that would 

reinforce the existing town morphology. The combination of house 

types explored both the needs of the town and the stages of life of 

the residents. 

The third project built on the town study and explored the idea of 

linking the existing routes through the town to make a series of 

interventions to reinforce the overall existing town pattern. The 

students worked in groups at the start of the project to define their 

area of study in the town and to examine the relationship between 

the proposed and existing town fabric. The final project in the year 

was based around the study of recycled materials. This 

understanding of one material became a method to make 

architecture. 
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Upon completion of the year’s work the students made a 

presentation to Kildare County Council and the work was exhibited 

in Monasterevin. 
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