INSTITUTE STUDENT ALCOHOL POLICY
The Dublin Institute of Technology, recognising the place of moderate alcohol consumption in many areas of society, considers it important to create an environment within the Institute which promotes a sensible attitude to the consumption of alcoholic drink by students of the Institute. The Institute accepts the potential of alcohol abuse to adversely affect students’ well-being, academic achievement and lifestyle.  This policy adheres to the guidelines contained in the National Alcohol Policy (1996) and was formulated and adopted by the Student Services Council in 2002.
For its part the Institute supports educational Programmes that:

· Highlight the adverse effects of alcohol consumption

· Promote safe drinking habits

· Promote alternatives to alcohol and skills to enable individuals to cope with social pressure to drink

The Institute encourages and supports Staff Training and Development programmes that:

· Train staff to recognise signs of alcohol abuse

· Enable staff to guide students to an appropriate level of care

In addition, the Institute supports the provision of appropriate care for those affected by alcohol abuse through its Medical, Counselling and Pastoral Care Services and responds considerately to individuals who accept the treatment and care plans as may be developed for them.

For their part, individual students, student Clubs and Societies and other student groups also have responsibilities to ensure that the health of students, their ability to work and their academic environment is not adversely affected by the use of alcohol.  To this end the following regulations apply:

· Advertising for events must not emphasise the availability of alcohol

· Consumption of alcohol in public places on campus is prohibited

· Receptions or functions providing free alcoholic drinks must also provide free soft drinks and no more than two free alcoholic drinks must be made available to any member

· Being under the influence of alcohol will not excuse a student’s behaviour that contravenes the Institute Student Regulations
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          Student Alcohol Policy Guidelines
Controls with respect to advertising, promotions & sponsorship:
1. All forms of advertising must be in compliance with the DIT Student Alcohol Policy and should adhere the to the DIT’s Poster Policy.    The Institute must comply with the guidelines contained in the National Alcohol Policy.

2. All advertising for events where alcohol is being served must include the following message:  “All DIT Student Groups encourage the responsible use of alcohol”.  (Size 2 cm on A2 Poster).

3.
Alcohol advertising and promotions on campus are limited to the advertising of brand names of beer, stout, spirits or the name of the manufacturers.  The  Alcohol brand names should not be the main focus of the poster.

4.
Promotions and advertising of cocktails and happy hours are not permitted.   Below cost selling is not permitted.
5.
In order to ensure DIT’s policy of not more than two free alcoholic beverages per person a closely-monitored voucher system must apply.  All vouchers should be date stamped and there should be a limited number available.  

6.
A proactive approach by the Institute should be pursued as a top priority, to help student organisations find an alternative to drinks companies sponsorship.  (National Alcohol Policy, 1996.)

7.
Sponsorship by the drinks industry of the Institute’s events is permissible provided the sponsorship primarily is in monetary form and not product material form, thus allowing groups, clubs and societies to determine their own needs.(National Alcohol Policy, 1996).

8.
In the negotiating or planning of events that involve the consumption of alcohol, the event organiser must acquire the assurance of the proprietor that they will adhere to the National Alcohol Policy and state law in consumption of alcohol on their premises.  Good practice would recommend that the Students Union venue agreement template be utilised by all groups.

9.
Student clubs and societies that have as their main focus or indicate by the name of the society their main activity to be the consumption of alcohol, may not receive student services funding and will not be recognised as a society/club.

10.
The National Alcohol Policy and the DIT Student Alcohol Policy should be made available on the DIT website.

11.
The DIT Student Alcohol Policy should be included in the students’ handbook and should be part of the student induction programme.

12.
Under the auspices of the DIT’s Student Services Council, Student Health  Awareness Programmes should be developed to highlight the problems associated with excessive drinking.
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