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Oxford Art Online is an innovative new database that offers users the ability to access and search 

the vast content of Grove Art Online and Oxford art reference in one location. The combined 

database allows users better access to the more than 23,000 articles, 21,000 biographies, 500,000 

bibliographic references, 40,000 image links to museums and galleries around the world and 

5,000 images, maps and drawings contained within Grove Art Online. 

 

Grove Art Online is a leading encyclopaedia, contained within Oxford Art Online covering all 

aspects of Western and non-Western visual art. It includes the full online text of the 34 volume 

Dictionary of Art. The Dictionary covers such areas as the history of art, photography, 

architecture, fine art from all eras, painting and sculpture.  

 

If you are a previous Grove Art Online user the new Oxford Art Online database contains the 

original Grove Art Online Database but also includes additional Oxford art reference titles, 

including the Encyclopaedia of Aesthetics, the Oxford Companion to Western Art, and the 

Concise Oxford Dictionary of Art Terms. 

 

 

Searching the Site 
 

  

 
 

Fig. 1.1 The Search Features of the Site 
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How to conduct a Quick Search of the Site 
 

 

You will find the Quick Search Box in the top right hand corner of the Home Page and every 

other page of the Web site. This search box will conduct a search of the database. To carry out 

the search, type your term in the search box and click Search or press Enter.   

 

If you are searching using a phrase enter the phrase and surround it with quotation marks e.g. 

“french realism”. Also enter your search terms in lower case letters. 

 

You can refine your search by selecting any one of the information sources on the database e.g. 

Grove Art Online, the Oxford Companion to Western Art, Encyclopaedia of Aesthetics, The 

Concise Oxford Dictionary of Art Terms. This can be done by ticking any one of the relevant 

boxes on the left hand side of the screen. Note that by repeatedly clicking on the + box beside 

Grove Art Online you can further refine your search to categories of information within Grove 

Art e.g. Geography – Continent - Country 

 

You can further refine your search by asking the database to display results that are  

Biographies, Subject Entries, Images. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1.2 Results of a Quick Search 
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Browse the Site 
 

You will find the Browser Bar just below the Oxford Art Online logo. It appears on every page. 

You can choose from five indexes or alphabetical listings - All Content, Biographies, Subject 

Entries, Images and Learning Resources. 

 

 All Content gives you an alphabetical listing of all articles in the database. 

 Biographies offers you an alphabetical listing of details of the life and works of a painter 

or sculptor etc. 

 Subject Entries provides an alphabetical list of non-biographical articles. 

 Images gives you list and thumbnail representation all of the images on the site. 

 Learning Resources provides links to a Guide to Abbreviations, and links to art 

information arranged by time or theme such as Timelines of World Art, Thematic 

Guides and Lesson Plans. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1.3 Results of Clicking on “All Content” on the Browser Bar 
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Fig. 1.4 Detailed summary of one of the results. 

 

 

Browsing on “Images” 
 

 
 

Fig 1.5 An alphabetical list of images – the results of clicking on “Images” link. 
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How to carry out an Advanced Search 
 

The Advanced Search facility allows you to be more specific in your search 

 

There are 4 types of search available:- 

 

(1) Main Search This allows you to search for the full text of an article, an article title, the 

content of bibliographies and articles from contributors to Oxford Art Online.  

 

(2) Image Search This allows you to search for all of the images on Grove Art Online 

including links to images on other Web sites.  You can search using a keyword or the 

caption of a work e.g. Roman Arch or Monet’s “Water Lilies” 

 

(3) Biography Search You can search for details of the life and works of a person using 

details such as of their name, occupation, nationality or country of activity, year of birth 

or year of death. You can use wildcards to search a group of years for example Year of 

Birth =192* will search for people born in the 1920’s. 

 

You can search Grove Art Online alone using the place of birth and/or the place of death. 

 

(4) Bibliography Search This allows you to search for articles whose list of references (or 

bibliography) contains works by a particular author or editor. You can search using the 

author or editor’s name (use last name on its own or followed by the first initial), book or 

journal title, chapter or article, title, or year of publication. 

 

For each type of search you need to enter your search term in the relevant field and then 

click Search. 

 

One of the benefits of Advanced Searching is that you can confine your search to any of 

all of Grove Art Online, The Oxford Companion to Western Art, Encyclopaedia of 

Aesthetics, and the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Art Terms. Image searching is confined 

to Grove Art Online. 
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Fig 1.6 The Advanced Main Search Page 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.7 Results of main search on “Photomontage” 
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Fig 1.8 The First Detailed Result of Search on “Photomontage”  

 

 

The Advanced Image Search 

 
 

Figure 1.9 The Advanced Image Search Page 
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Fig. 1.10 Results of Image Search on “Water Lilies” 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.11 Results of clicking on highlighted text for image of “Water Lilies”.  

 

Other Advanced Searches 
 

You can carry out an Advanced Biography Search using the name, occupation, nationality, year 

of birth or death of an artist and obtain details of the artist’s life and work. Simply click on the 
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You can also carry out an Advanced Bibliography Search for books and/or articles on a 

particular topic. Again simply click on the Bibliography Search tab on the Advanced Search 

page. 

 

The Tools and Resources Page provides an overview of information by themes and timelines in 

a way that will assist you when you are carrying out research for essays and dissertations. 

 

Using the Results of Your Search 
 

Search results are arranged s that the most relevant results are placed first.  

 

You can print your results or send an email link to the current results to someone else by clicking 

Email and providing the e-mail address etc. in the boxes that appear on screen. 

 

Remember if you find the abstract of an article you are interested in, or want to find out more 

about a painter etc. check the DIT Library Catalogue to see if we have the journal or book. If we 

do not, you can request the item on inter-library loan. There is a charge for this service. For more 

information consult any of the library staff who will be very happy to assist. 


