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The Social Science Citation Index (“SSCI”) is a multidisciplinary database, indexing more
than 2,474 journals spanning 50 disciplines, as well as covering individually selected,
relevant items from over 3,500 of the world’s leading scientific and technical journals. It
provides access from 1955 to present day. There is an average of 2,900 new articles added
per week.

Four search options are available:-

e Basic Search — offers a simplified topic, title, author, publication name, year, address
(place) and document type search;

e Author Finder — enables you to search for articles by a particular author or authors;

¢ Cited Reference Search — search for articles that cite (refer to) an author or work;

e Advanced Search — A more complex search using field tags and combinations.

BASIC SEARCH

Before you start searching go to Citation Databases on the lower half of the search page and
click on the + sign. Then, un-tick all the boxes except the one beside the Social Science
Citation Index so that your search will only take articles from this database.

A citation is when you make a reference to a book, article, or other source in, for example, an
essay. This means that, in many cases, the results you get may only show where a
subject/piece of work has been mentioned and may not give detailed information on that
subject/piece of work. In some cases, however, you may be offered access to the full text of
the article.

Do you want to find information on a topic, journal, person or place?

If so, click on the down arrow to the right of the search box and carry out any of the
following searches.

Topic Search — Select “Topic” and enter general words to describe your topic in the main
search box.

Title Search — With this search you can look for particular journal titles, or journals that deal
with a particular subject area. Select “Title” and enter your search terms in the main search
box.

Author Search — This gives you the choice of searching for articles that a person (Author) or
a company (Group Author) has written. Select “Author” and enter the person’s or company’s
name as shown.

Publication Name — With this search you can look for particular journal titles

Year Published — Use this search in conjunction with another of the search fields. You can
enter a year or a range of years e.g. 1977, 2010 OR 2011, 2006-2011. When entering a range
of years it is best to restrict your search to 5 years or less to speed up processing.



Address Search — With this search you can find articles written by authors from a specific
institution (e.g. a university), or an actual place (e.g. England, New York etc.)

You can limit your search to a particular language or document type. Just click the down
arrow on the right hand side of the search box to see the full list.

You can also add fields to your search by clicking the Add Another Field link on the left
hand side of the page.
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Figure 1.1 The Social Science Citation Index Basic Search Page with other Search
Options

In Figure 1.1 above you can see the options available in a basic Search. As mentioned
above you limit your search by choosing the field from the drop down menu to the right of
the search box.

You can also limit your search in the Current Limits section by choosing Timespan and
then Adjust your Search Settings to “Lemmatization On” so that the search will look for
alternative forms of the same term e.g. tooth and teeth. You can also Adjust your Results
Settings to set the number of results you would like to see per page, and the way you would
like your results displayed e.g. Publication Date — Newest to Oldest.



Hit the Search button in the middle of the page when you have entered your terms.
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Figure 1.2 Some Results of a Basic Topic Search on “social policy”.

You can mark records to print, e-mail or save. Just tick the box next to the record and click
the print or e-mail icon or the Save to Endnote Web button at the top of the page. You can
refine your search results by using the headings in the box to the left of the page. Click on the
highlighted title to see a full record. (See Figure 1.3).
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Figure 1.3 Full Record of one the search results

“Times cited” refers to how many times this article is cited in other articles in the database.
“Cited References” refers to the amount of references cited in this particular article. Some of
these references may be searchable on the database.



Marking your Records

You can mark your results for future reference by ticking the box next to them and hitting the

% icon before leaving the page to add the result(s) to a marked list. When you have saved
items to the marked list, click “Marked List” at the top of the screen to get to the screen
below. You will then see the list of records you have marked. In Step 1, decide what records
you want to save and select the relevant button. Then go to Step 2 and select the details you
want to appear when you have saved the records. You can choose to print, e-mail or save the
results to reference software or to disk. Just select the appropriate icon or button located

towards the top right of the page.
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AUTHOR FINDER

To search for publications by a specific author, click on the Author Finder link at the top of
the screen to the right of the Basic Search link. On the Author Finder screen enter the
author’s last name/family name in the first search box and the first initial of the author’s
name in the box to the right of the search box. Then click Search by name. You will then be
brought to the Distinct Author Sets page. To view the results of your search, click on the
number link in the Records column. Alternatively tick the box beside the records you wish to
view and then click the View Records button.
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Figure 1.5 Author Finder Search on the author, Alan Bryman
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Bryman.



THE CITED REFERENCE SEARCH

Click on the link beside the Author Finder link at the top of the search page to search the
Cited Reference database. In the Current Limits section you can limit the Timespan of
your search to anything from 1945 to the current week; Adjust Your Search Settings and
Adjust Your Results Settings in the same way as you have done with a Basic Search. Just
tick the boxes beside your choice and then click on Search.

Cited Author Search — Search for articles that “cite” (refer to) a specific person

Cited Work Search — If you know the journal etc. that the work appeared in, enter it here.
Cited Year(s) Search — Use this if you know when the work was published

Cited Volume, Issue, Pages, Searches — Use these if you know the specific details of the
volume, issue or page of the work which you wish to find citations for.

N.B. Only use this search if you are looking for information about where a piece of work was
referred to or cited. It will not help you find the actual piece of work.
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Figure 1.7 The Cited Reference Search Page
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Cited Reference Search (Find the articles that cite a person's work) View our Cited Reference
Search tutorial.
Step 2: Select cited references and click "Finish Search."

Hint: Look for cited reference variants (sometimes different pages of the same article are cited or papers are cited incorrectly).
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Figure 1.8 Results of Cited Reference Search on “Giddens”.

“Citing Articles” refers to other articles in the database where the article on your list is cited.
Tick the references you wish to select and click on Finish Search to see more details of these
references. When you have viewed the details of your selected references you can always
return to the longer list of results to extract more records from it. Just click on “Back to
previous page” in the top left hand corner of the screen.



ADVANCED SEARCH

Click on the Advanced Search link to the right of the Cited Reference Search link at the
top of the screen to get to the Advanced Search screen. Before entering your terms in the
search box you must preface them with a field tag e.g. AU for Author. Choose the Field Tags
from the table on the right hand side of the page. Search terms must be joined by Boolean
Operators (i.e. AND, OR, NOT, SAME).

If you wish to search within a particular time period go to “Timespan” on the lower half of
the screen. Then, select the time period from the drop down lists in the boxes just below it.
You can limit your search to the weekly update, to the last 2 weeks, to the last month, year or
5 years. You can search a specific year from 1945 to the present, or you can choose to search
through all those years. You can Adjust your Search Settings, and/or Adjust your Results
Settings by clicking on the + sign beside each of these facilities; clicking on the drop down
arrow beside the relevant box and making your selection. Then click on Search.

This is a complex search option but can be useful if you are an experienced database searcher
and are looking for a specific result.
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Figure 1.9 Advanced Search on the topic “Child Development” and the journal “Child
Welfare”
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The number of results found as a result of the Advanced Search will appear on the lower
half of the search screen beside the details of the search you have just carried out. Click the
number link to see the results.

You can print, e-mail or tick the results you want to save and add them to the marked list.
Just click on the appropriate button at the top of the list. You can use the Article Linker
button to do a search in the DIT catalogue for the particular article.

Remember any of the articles can be requested via Mountjoy Square Library’s Inter Library
Loan service if we do not have them in DIT. There is a charge for this service. Further
information is available from any of the library staff.
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