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Criminology: A Sage Full Text Collection or “Sage Criminology” database provides
the full text of articles from criminology journals with international coverage.

Sage Criminology is part of a larger database called Sage Journals Online which
covers a wide range of subjects including criminology. The Sage Journals Online
database is also searchable. See below pp. 9-12.

Sage Criminology contains the full text of 24 journals dating back some 89 years with
over 5,500 searchable articles. Subjects covered include: criminal justice, juvenile
justice, penology and family and domestic abuse. Years covered are 1921 to present.

The tabs along the top of each page will help you navigate through the database. The
tabs allow you access to the Search and Browse sections of the database.



Advanced Search

The first screen to appear is the Advanced Search page with all Criminology journals
selected. You can search within all the Criminology journals available on the database
or de-select (i.e un-tick) some of the journals listed so as to confine your search to
selected criminology journals.
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Figure 1.1 Advanced Search using the terms “penal reform” and “Ireland”

The Advanced Search screen allows you to carry out a combined and, therefore,
more precise search using the Boolean Operators AND, OR, and NOT. You can enter
a term in a number of fields, including or excluding terms as you wish using the
Boolean Operators. If you enter a phrase such as “penal reform” in a single search box
they are treated as an exact phrase. For every search term entered you can limit your
search to a certain field e.g. Title, Abstract, Author, Full Text, References. In
Figure 1.1 above we have combined the terms “penal reform” and “Ireland” with the
Boolean Operator AND and searched for both terms in the Full Text of articles.

You can also limit your search to certain date ranges by selecting the starting and

ending months and years in the pull-down menus. The search can be displayed in the
standard format or in a condensed format. You can display between 10 and 80 search
results per page and specify a relevance or date order (i.e. “most recent”). Relevance



order places articles containing the greatest number of search terms in the greatest
frequency first. Date ranking displays the articles in reverse chronological order.

Click on the Search button in the lower half of the screen to begin the search.
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Figure 1.2 Results of the search on “Penal Reform” and “Ireland”

At the results level you can view the Abstract, Full Text or References. You can
save items to a separate list by ticking the Check Item box and the Add to my
Citations button on the right hand side of the screen. You can view your list of
citations by clicking on the View/Edit button on the right hand side of the screen and
save, print, e-mail or download the citations by clicking on the relevant button also on
the right hand side of the screen.

Clicking on the Abstract link will bring you to a short summary of the article.
Clicking on the Full Text (PDF) link will bring you to the text of the article if it is
within DIT’s subscription and, if it is not, you will be brought to a journal
subscription page.

Clicking on the References link will provide a list of publications that are referred to
in the article.
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Figure 1.3 Full text of first article on Results Screen

You can print, download or e-mail the full text of the article. You can also view other
articles in which this article is cited in Scopus and Google Scholar. In addition you
can view other articles by the same author and search for related subject matter in

Google scholar.



Browsing

Clicking on the browse button at the top of each screen takes you to the Browse Our
Journals screen.
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Figure 1.4 Browsing Journals

If you click on Journals by Title you can view an alphabetical listing of SAGE
Journals. The page defaults to the option, All SAGE Content, so you can view a
listing of all the journals available in the larger database, Sage Journals Online. If
you wish to view the shorter list of journals which make up the Sage Criminology
Database click on SAGE Journals Available to me and click on the + sign beside
the letters of the alphabet.

When you click on the title you are interested in you will be taken to that journal’s
homepage. You then have the option to view the current issue or search back issues.
You will be able to access the full text of journal articles within the Sage
Criminology Database. Where the journal article is not part of that database but part
of the large Sage Journals Online database you will be taken to a journal
subscription page.
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Figure 1.5 Browsing SAGE Journals available to me by title

If you click on the Journals by Discipline link you can view journals relevant to your
subject of interest. To view Criminology journals click on + symbol beside the Social
Science and Humanities category and the Criminology and Criminal Justice sub-
category. Then click on the journal you wish to view.
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Fig. 1.6 The Browse Journals by Discipline page



Browse journals by discipline
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Figure 1.7 The Criminology and Criminal Justice Journals available on SAGE

Journals Online

The Search History Facility

During each of your current sessions searching on SAGE Journals Online your terms
will be tracked by the Search History feature which you will find on the Searching
SAGE Journals Online page. For each search term you use during your session you
may edit, add to saved searches, delete, or run the search. If you have more than one
search term during a session you can also combine searches with a Boolean AND or

OR to create a new search item.
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Fig. 1.8 The Search History Facility on the “Searching Journals Online” Page
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Basic Searching and Browsing from the Home Page

A Basic Search across all journals may be carried out by entering keyword(s) or
author information in the box in the top half of the screen and clicking on the Search

All Journals tab.

You can browse the list of journals on the database by clicking on the Browse
Journal List and browse journals by subject by clicking on the “Browse Journals by
Discipline” link beside the red button.

Click here to get to
the Searching

Journals Online page.
| [
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Carrying out an Advanced Search from the Home Page

To carry out a general advanced search click on the blue Search button at the top of
the Home Page and then click on the Advanced Search link on the Searching
Journals Online page below in Figure 1.11
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You will then be taken to the Advanced Search screen below in Figure 1.12 below .
You then have the option to choose the content within which you wish to search.
Simply click on the button beside any one of the following:- SAGE Journals
Available to Me, All SAGE Content, My Favorite Journals, Select from a list of
disciplines, Select from a complete list of journals.
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Figure 1.12 The Advanced Search Screen
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Alternatively you can carry out an Advanced Search by Discipline by clicking on
the Advanced Search by Discipline link to the right of the Home Page. This will
bring you to the Advanced Search Screen below. If you are a Criminology student
you might find this facilitates a more focused search in your subject.
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Figure 1.13 Advanced Search on “Penal Reform” and “Ireland” in the
Criminology and Criminal Justice content of the database

The Advanced Search screen allows you to carry out a more precise search using the
Boolean Operators AND, OR, and NOT. You can enter a terms in a number of fields,
including or excluding terms as you wish using the Boolean Operators. If you enter a
number of terms such as “penal reform” in a single search box they are treated as an
exact phrase. For every row of search terms you can limit your search to a certain
field (e.g. Title, Abstract, Author, Full Text, References)

You can use the Search Within options to limit your search to a certain set of

journals. In the example above we have limited to search to the discipline
Criminology & Criminal Justice.
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You can also limit your search to certain date ranges by selecting the starting and
ending months and years in the pull-down menus. The search can be displayed in the
standard format or in a condensed format. You can display between 10 and 80 search
results per page and specify a relevance or date order (i.e. “most recent”). Relevance
order places articles containing the greatest number of search terms in the greatest
frequency first. Date ranking displays the articles in reverse chronological order.

Click on the Search button in the lower half of the screen to begin the search.

If you find an article on Sage Journals Online and cannot access the full text you can
check DIT’s catalogue to see if we hold it in the library. If not the library can, on
payment of a fee, obtain the article from another library through our Inter Library
Loan service. For more details you can enquire at the library desk and the library staff
will be happy to assist.
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