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SocINDEX with Full Text is the world’s most comprehensive sociology research 

database. It contains abstracts for more than 4630 journals dating as far back as 1895. It 

also indexes books, conference papers and other non-journal sources of information. 

 

The database contains full text for over 777 journals dating back to 1908, for more than 

820 books and monographs and for more than 13,947 conference papers. 

 

The database offers comprehensive coverage of sociology and related areas of study. 

These include abortion, criminology and criminal justice, ethnic and racial studies, 

gender studies, marriage and family, political sociology, religion, rural and urban 

sociology, social development, social psychology, social work, sociological research, 

substance abuse and other addictions, violence and many others. 

 

To find information on the database you can carry out a Basic Search and/or an 

Advanced Search if you want to be more specific. You can also search for specific 

Publications, Subject Terms and for Author Profiles. 

 

Remember if you are having problems with your search you can click on Help button on 

the top right had side of the page. This will give you detailed information on searching. 

 

 

 

BASIC SEARCH 

 

To carry out a Basic Search you should enter your search term in the search box. Click 

on the Search Options link if you wish to expand or limit your search in any way. 

 

In the Search Options box you can tick the Search Mode “Boolean/Phrase” and use the 

Boolean connectors AND, OR, to expand your search or the Boolean connector NOT to 

limit it. You can also search using “Find all my search terms”. Here you should enter 

the first word of your search and connect to remaining words to it with AND. You can 

search using “Find any of my search terms”. Here you should use the first term of your 

search and the word OR before the remaining terms. Finally you can use “SmartText 

Searching”. Here you can enter a phrase, sentence or paragraph in the search box. and 

carry out a search in that way. You can widen your search to include words similar to 

those you search with by ticking “Apply related words” You can limit your search to 

full text articles by clicking on Full Text, and also limit your search by Date of 

Publication or Publication Type. 

 

To close Search Options, click the Search Options link again. Click the Search button 

and the result list will display. 
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Fig. 1.1 The Basic Search Screen featuring a basic search on “Alcoholism” 

 

 

 

You can narrow your results display by reference to Source type, Subject, Publication, 

Publication type or Geography by clicking on the relevant heading on the left hand side 

of the screen. 

 

You can also limit your results display by confining them to Full Text, References 

available and Scholarly or (Peer reviewed) Journals by ticking the article on the right 

hand side of the screen. 

 

To save an article to the Folder, click the Add to Folder link. To view the contents of the 

folder click on the folder icon on the top right hand corner of the screen. 

 

 

Search on publication 

from January 2007 to 

July 2009 

Basic Search using the 

term “alcoholism” 

Search button 

Choose your 

search option.   

The types of searches available. 

Results limited to 

full text 



 

3 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.2 Sample of results of search on “Alcoholism”. 

 

 

If you click on the article title it will take you to the abstract (summary) of the article. 
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Fig. 1.3 Result of clicking on title of second article in the results page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Abstract of 

article 

PDF Full  text link. 

PDF Full 

text link 



 

5 

 

The PDF Full Text link takes you to a PDF version of the full text of the article. You can 

save or print the PDF Full Text version of the article by positioning your mouse on the 

text of the article and clicking on the relevant icon of the grey bar that appears when you 

do so. 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.4 Result of clicking on the PDF Full text link of the second item of search 

results 
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THE ADVANCED SEARCH WITH GUIDED STYLE FIELDS 

 

 

You can use the Advanced Search facility if you wish to carry out a more specific search. 

 

To carry out an Advanced Search click on the Advanced Search link below the Search 

box on the Home Page. 

 

On the Advanced Search screen, enter your search term in the first search box. In the 

example below we wish to search for a publication entitled “Social Research” and 

inputted them into the first search box. 

 

Then, from the drop down “Select a field” menu to the right of the first search box choose 

the search field you wish to search in. In our example below “Social Research” is a 

publication so we have chosen the field “SO Publication Name”. 

 

Then insert your second term in the second search box and choose the relevant field that 

you wish to search in. In the example below we have chosen the name of an author, 

“Giddens” and the search field “AU Author”. Carry on inserting terms and choosing 

fields until you have entered all the details you wish to. You can add boxes to the search 

by clicking on the link to the right of the last “Select a field” box. 

 

Use double quotation marks if you wish to search for an exact phrase. 

 

Select a Boolean operator (AND, OR, NOT) to combine the two searches. The Boolean 

operator “AND” combines search terms so that the search results contains all the search 

terms. For example “social research” and “Giddens” finds articles that combine both 

terms. The operator “OR” combines search terms to that the search result contains at least 

one of the terms. For example “social search” or “Giddens” finds results that contain 

either term. The operator “NOT” excludes terms so that each search result does not 

contain any of the terms that follow it. For example “Giddens” not “social research” 

would find results that contain the term “Giddens” but not “social research.”  

 

You can use the Wildcard symbol ? where you are not sure about the spelling of a term 

e.g. gidd?ns. 

 

You can use the truncation asterisk * where you want to broaden your search e.g. educat* 

will find the words educate, educating and education.  

 

As with a basic search you can select from the available search options in the Search 

Options box to limit or expand your search. You can use specific search modes such as 

Find all my search terms or SmartText Searching or use options that expand your 

search such as Apply related words. You can limit your search to Full text or by 

Publication type. 
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Fig. 1.5 An Advanced Search on the publication, “social research” and the author, 

“Giddens” 
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Click the Search button and the Result List displays. 

 

 

 

 
  

Fig. 1.6  Result of Advanced Search on “social research” and “Giddens” 

 

 

Clicking on the article title in the results page will bring you the abstract of the article.  

 

Clicking on the PDF Full Text link will bring you to the full text of the article. Again 

you can save or print this document. 
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OTHER SEARCHES 

 

If you want to know whether a particular publication is included in the database or search 

for an article using the name of a publication, you should click on the Publications link 

on the top left hand corner of the screen and either enter the publication’s title in the 

search box or browse through the alphabetical list of publications. When you have found 

the publication you are interested in, click on the link to see publication details and 

details of issues included in the database. 

 

You can also search for materials on a particular subject by clicking the Search Terms 

link on the top left hand corner of the screen and either entering the subject term in the 

search box or browsing through the alphabetical list of subjects. 

 

You can also obtain information relating to authors in the social sciences by clicking on 

the Author Profile link at the top of the page and either entering the name of the author 

in the search box or browsing through the alphabetical list of authors. This will enable 

you to discover biographical information relating to the author, his/her area of expertise 

and academic/professional focus. 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.7 How to search for Publications, Subject Terms and Author Profiles. 

 

 

Click on one of these links to search for 

Publications or Subject Terms or Author Profiles. 


