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Westlaw.IE is a database that offers online access to Irish legal materials such as legislation,
case reports, case digests, unreported judgments and legal journals. The range of coverage is as
follows:

Annotated Statutes (1984 — current) European Human Rights Reports (1979 -
current)

Employment Law Reports (1990 — current) Human Rights Law Reports (2000 — current)

Irish Current Law Monthly Digest (1995 — Irish Law Reports Monthly (1976-current)

current)

Irish Law Times (1983 — current) Irish Law Times Reports (1871-1980)

Tottel Irish Tax Reports (1923 — current) Irish Current Law Monthly Digest (1995 —
current)

Unreported Judgments (2002 — current) Irish Current Law Statutes Annotated (1984 —
current)

Irish Legal Journals (up to 15 years available
for most titles.)

HOW TO ACCESS WESTLAW.IE
Within DIT you can access Westlaw IE from the Library Databases Web Page at:-

http://www.dit.ie/DIT/library/resources/databases/index.html

Within DIT you can also access Westlaw from the Mountjoy Square Library Criminology
Databases Web Page at http://www.dit.ie/library/subjects/criminology/databases/

If you wish to access Westlaw IE from home you will need the Student Intranet username and
password.

CARRYING OUT A SEARCH ON WESTLAW.IE

You can carry out a search for Case Reports, Annotated Statutes (i.e. Legislation with
commentary attached), Journals, Consolidated Legislation (i.e. text of legislation which
includes amendments to the legislation), and Current Awareness materials (i.e up to date
materials on the field in which you are interested.) Each of these modules appear as a link at the
top of the Westlaw.IE screen. See Figure. 1.1.


http://www.dit.ie/DIT/library/resources/databases/index.html
http://www.dit.ie/library/subjects/criminology/databases/
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Fig. 1.1 The Westlaw IE Home Page

CARRYING OUT A BASIC SEARCH FOR THE FULL TEXT OF A CASE REPORT

Click on the Case Reports module link on the top left hand corner of the Westlaw IE screen.
This defaults to a basic search screen where you can search using either: (a) the Free text search
box, or (b) Party Name(s). For example to search for People (DPP) v McBride [1997] 1 I.L.R.M
233 enter “People” and “McBride” and then click Search.
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Fig. 1.2 A Basic Search using Party Names for People DPP v McBride
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PRINTING AND SAVING RESULTS
1. Printing/Saving from within the viewed document

The viewed document opens up in the right hand pane of the page. You can print the viewed
document by, first, clicking the Print Doc icon at bottom of the page. Clicking on this icon will
download the document into MS Word. The document will appear on the screen in Rich Text
Format (RTF). You can then either save the document or use the standard MS-Word print
commands to print it.

2. Printing from the search hits area.

Whenever you have conducted a search enquiry you will see a drop down menu at the top left
hand side of the results page. Clicking on the relevant item on the drop down menu gives you the
option to print the following items Current Document, Selected Documents or Cite List Tab.
Clicking on the last of these items will print a list of the search results.



ADVANCED SEARCH FOR THE FULL TEXT OF A CASE REPORT

Alternatively you can opt for the Advanced Search. To do so click on the Advanced Search
option below the basic search box.

The Advanced Search option allows you to search using free text and party name and also other
search criteria such as (i) Case Citation [1997] 1 I.L.R.M 233 or (ii) Legislation Cited

You can also limit the search by reference to (i) date restriction and (ii) the report series
(“title) in question.
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Fig. 1.4 Advanced Search for Case Report using Case Citation

FINDING A CASE REPORT ON A PARTICULAR ISSUE
Click on the Case Reports link at the top left hand side of the Westlaw IE screen.

Click on the Advanced Search Link and enter your keyword(s)/subject e.g. “sentencing” in the
Free Text Box and apply any limiters that you think appropriate.



Table of Contents Contact Us About Us How to Use Log Qut

Case Reports Annotated Statutes Journals Consolidated Leggislation Current Awareness
Free Text [sentencing | | Search Advanced fl’ee text SearCh
Party M ) [Clear] - o
Frtieme | | on issue of “sentencing”
Search in Headnotes:
Case Citation
Legislation Cited: .
Provision Mo: (section etc) Search restrlcted tO
Date Restriction From: [1984 % | to: (2008 v between 1984 and
Order by relevance @ date O 2009
Limnit by title:
O Eurepean Human Rights Reports O Employment Law Reports
O Human Rights Law Reports Irish Current Law Monthly Digest -
Irish Law Reports Monthly Irish Law Times (Digest) Sea‘rCh reStrICted to
Irish Law Times Reports O Tottel Irish Tax Reports SpeCifiC reports in
Unreported Judgments
database.
[+] Browse
European Human Rights Reports (1979-current) Employment Law Report (1990-current)
Human Rights Law Reports (2000-current) Irish Current Law Monthly Digest (1995-current)
Irish Law Reports Monthly (1976-current) Irish Law Times (1983-current)
Irish Law Times Reports (1871-1980) Tottel Irish Tax Reports (1923-current)
Unreported Judgments (2002-current)
o
H H [13 H 7
Fig. 1.5 An Advanced Search for a case on the issue of “sentencing”.
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SEARCHING FOR AN ANNOTATED STATUTE

The Westlaw. IE database contains an Annotated Statutes module containing legislation with
notations or commentary attached that have been enacted since 1994. These notated statutes have
been incorporated into the database from the Roundhall publication, Irish Current Law Statutes
Annotated (“ICLSA”). The notations are up to date to the date of the enactment of each statute.

You can search for statutes combined with notations by clicking on the All ICLSA tab. To
search enter your search term in the Free Text box. If you require the text of the legislation only
or annotations only click either on the Legislation tab or the Annotations tab respectively and
enter the details either in the Free text box or the Act title or Year/No/Section boxes on either
the Legislation or Annotations search screens.
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Fig. 1.7 Searching for annotated legislation with the term “stalking” in the All ICLSA
screen.
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Fig. 1.8 Second result of search in All ICLSA with the term *“stalking”

FINDING A JOURNAL ARTICLE ON A PARTICULAR CASE OR TOPIC

Click on the Journals link at the centre/ top of the Westlaw IE page. This defaults to basic
search screen where you can search using either (a) Free Text in the general search box, or (b)
Words in the Article Title, for example “goal of rehabilitation”.
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Fig. 1.9 Basic Search for an Article with the words “goal of rehabilitationN in the title.
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Fig. 1.10 Results of the article search using Article Title terms “goal of rehabilitation”

ADVANCED SEARCH FOR JOURNAL ARTICLE

Alternatively you can opt for the Advanced Search. To do so click on the Advanced Search
link to the left of the basic search box.

Here in addition to searching using Free text and Article title you can use other search criteria
such as (i) Author name(s) (ii) Cases Cited e.g. DPP v Ryan, (iii) Legislation Cited.

If you a looking for an article that was published in a particular journal, tick the box beside the
relevant journal in the list of titles on the lower half of the Westlaw IE screen. Then complete the
search boxes and hit Search.
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Fig. 1.11 Advanced Search for an article by author, lan O’DonnEI'I', in the Irish Criminal

Law Journal
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Crime, Punishment and Poverty
IAN O'DONNELL™
WHO GETS PUNISHED?

There 1s little doubt that those committed to Irish penal mstitutions have hife lustories charactenised by
poverty and multiple disadvantage. It would appear that it has ever been so. In their review of the research
relating to voung offenders m Ireland Burke er al 2 [ Bwke, H, Carney, C. and Cooke, G., Youth
and Justice: Young Offenders in Ireland (Turoe Press, Dublin, 1981), p. 38 ] described them as
urban dwellers from large families where the father was likely to be unemploved or if working, in an
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had been m prison. The Whitaker Comumittee, which completed one of the most comprehensive mquirnies
mie the state of the Irish penal system. reported that voung people whe become mvolved m crime “come
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Fig. 1.12 Results of Advanced Search using Author Name with limiters



BROWSING JOURNALS

You can also browse the contents of a particular journal title. To do so select the title, the year of
publication and browse right down to a specific article in the journal.
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Fig. 1.13 Browsing the Irish Criminal Law Journal
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SEARCHING FOR CONSOLIDATED LEGISLATION
Consolidated legislation contains up to date amendments in the text of the legislation.

To search for consolidated legislation click on the Consolidated Legislation link on the top
centre/right side of the Westlaw IE screen.

This defaults to a basic search screen where you can search using either (a) Free text in the
general search box for example “Bail”, or (b) Act/SI title. Then click Search.
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Fig. 1.15 Free Text Search for Consolidated Legislation on “Bail”
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Fig. 1.16 Results of Consolidated Legislation Search on “Bail” — 10" item
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ADVANCED SEARCH FOR CONSOLIDATED LEGISLATION
Alternatively you can opt for the Advanced Search.

Here in addition to using Free Text and Act/SlI title(s) you can search using other search criteria
such as (i) Year/Act No. e.g. 1997 e.g 16 and/or (ii) The Roundhall publishers Volume of
Consolidated Acts (i.e “title”) in which the legislation is likely to appear.
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Fig. 1.17 Advanced Search for Bail Act 1997, “No. 16 of 1997

USING THE CURRENT AWARENESS SERVICE

The Westlaw Current Awareness service is of value if you wish to keep up to date with a
particular subject or issue. The Current Awareness service gives you access to Irish legal
developments added to the database in the last 8 weeks.

To access the Current Awareness Service click on the Current Awareness module link on the
top right hand side of the Westlaw IE screen.

Enter your terms in the search box to find the latest information on a particular topic. You can
limit your search to a particular date range by clicking the down arrow beside the Browse by
Date box.

Alternatively you can browse the Current Awareness entries by Document Type or Legal
Subject by clicking on those links on the lower part of the search screen.
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Current
Sl awareness search | """
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addedtothe | ...
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Browse by Legal Subject: |3.St fOUf days

Browse

= Request Westlaw IE Daily Update
Option to browse by Document

Type or Legal Subject

Fig. 1.18 Searching the Current Awareness Service for materials on “police powers”
entered on the database in the last 4 days.
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Enter document number:| | |_Goto>>
Print e
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August 03, 2009 IECA 10:45: Garda Siochana Article - Newspaper Tough new powers for gardai in crackdown
on drug drivers Irish Independent, August 3, 2009 (Online edition)

Date:03/08/2009 Time: 10:45

© Th Reuters (Professional) Ireland Limited.
O 1. August 03, 2009 [ECA 10:45 ~
Garda Siochana Article - Newspaper Tough new powers Article - New
for gardai in crackdown on drug drivers Irish Article - Newspaper
Independent, August 3, 2009 (Online edition)
Rated: 17 Tough new powers for gardai in crackdown on drug drivers
O 2.Juneog, 2009 [ECA 10:45 Author: Aidan O'Connor
Criminal law Article - Newspaper Europe proposes Citation: Irish Independent. August 3. 2009 (Online edition)
sanctions for chlldl sex all:gse and trafficking Irish Times, - Subject(s): Garda Siochana: Road traffic:
June g, 2009 (Online edition)
Rated: 14 Kevword(s): Drug testing; Gardai; Police equipment; Police powers and duties; Road
safety;
. July o7, 2009 IECA 10:45 - . . S : =
o grimiilal law Argcle R Xe\\'j;?aper Pressure on Ahern to Abstract: New laws due to come into effect during September 2009 will give gardai additional powers
change gang legislation Irish Times, July 7, 2009 to randomly test drivers for drug-driving and introduce a specific offence of driving while under the
(Online editiqn).Allsp reported in Irish Examiner, July influence of drugs. Currently, drivers are charged with driving while under the influence of an intoxicant.
Fx:‘sf‘;og (Online edition) It is expected gardai will eventually be given special training and equipment to test for drug use among
ated:
drivers.

[0  4.July 15, 2009 IECA 02:34
Criminal evidence Article - Newspaper Criminal Justice « | _PrintDac

A ok oo do Losi Trdoh Tioaoo Tl

Fig. 1.19 Results of search of Current Awareness service for materials on “police powers”
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BROWSING THE MODULES

You can browse the total contents of each of the modules (Case Reports, Annotated Statutes,
Journals, Consolidated Legislation and Current Awareness) on the top of the Westlaw IE
screen. Just click on the module link on the top of the Westlaw IE screen. This will take you the
module search screen and you will then see the Browse link on the lower half of each of the
module search screens.

Each module has browsable links by, for example, Title, Year and right down to a particular
article, case or piece of legislation.

Help

The Help link at the top of each West Law IE web page provides information about using the
database. Also Westlaw IE’s homepage (http://www.westlaw.ie) offers User Guides which give
instructions on using the database.

If you require any further assistance please do not hesitate to ask a member of the library staff at
the Mountjoy Square Library desk.
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