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Westlaw.IE  is a database that offers online access to Irish legal materials such as legislation, 
case reports, case digests, unreported judgments  and  legal journals. The range of coverage is as 
follows: 

 

Annotated Statutes (1984 – current) European Human Rights Reports (1979 - 
current) 

Employment  Law Reports (1990 – current) Human Rights Law Reports (2000 – current) 
Irish Current Law Monthly Digest (1995 – 
current) 

Irish Law Reports Monthly (1976-current) 

Irish Law Times (1983 – current) Irish Law Times Reports (1871-1980) 
Tottel  Irish Tax Reports (1923 – current) Irish Current Law Monthly Digest (1995 – 

current) 
Unreported Judgments (2002 – current) Irish Current Law Statutes Annotated (1984 –  

current) 
Irish Legal Journals (up to 15 years available 
for most titles.) 

 

 

 

HOW TO ACCESS WESTLAW.IE 

Within DIT you can access Westlaw IE from the Library Databases Web Page at:- 

http://www.dit.ie/DIT/library/resources/databases/index.html

Within DIT you can also access Westlaw from the Mountjoy Square Library Criminology 
Databases Web Page at  http://www.dit.ie/library/subjects/criminology/databases/

If you wish to access Westlaw IE from home you will need the Student Intranet username and 
password. 

 

CARRYING OUT A SEARCH ON WESTLAW.IE 

You can carry out a search for Case Reports, Annotated Statutes (i.e. Legislation with 
commentary attached), Journals, Consolidated Legislation (i.e. text of legislation which 
includes amendments to the legislation), and Current Awareness materials (i.e up to date 
materials on the field in which you are interested.) Each of these modules appear as a link at the 
top of the Westlaw.IE screen. See Figure. 1.1. 

 

 

 

http://www.dit.ie/DIT/library/resources/databases/index.html
http://www.dit.ie/library/subjects/criminology/databases/


 

Fig. 1.1 The Westlaw IE Home Page 

Links to the modules on the database 

Tick box for alternative 
route to accessing the 
Modules 

Basic search box 

 

CARRYING OUT A BASIC SEARCH FOR THE FULL TEXT OF A CASE REPORT 

Click on the Case Reports module link on the top left hand corner of the Westlaw IE screen. 
This defaults to a basic search screen where you can search using either: (a) the Free text search 
box, or (b) Party Name(s). For example to search for People (DPP) v McBride [1997] 1 I.L.R.M 
233 enter “People” and “McBride” and then click Search.  
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Fig. 1.2 A Basic Search using Party Names for People DPP v McBride 

Basic search 
using Party 
Names 
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Case reports 
included in 
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Advanced Search link 



 

Click here to Print 
selected items from, or 
total list of results.

Full text of 
highlighted 
result 

Highlighted 
result 

List of results.  You can 
click on the red link to 
access the full text of the 
result.

Fig. 1.3 Results of Basic Search for People (DPP) v McBride 

Click on Print Doc to view printable full text of 
document. Then send to print using usual Word 
commands 

 

PRINTING AND SAVING RESULTS 

1. Printing/Saving from within the viewed document 

The viewed document opens up in the right hand pane of the page. You can print the viewed 
document by, first, clicking the Print Doc icon at bottom of the page. Clicking on this icon will 
download the document into MS Word. The document will appear on the screen in Rich Text 
Format (RTF). You can then either save the document or use the standard MS-Word print 
commands to print it. 

2. Printing from the search hits area. 

Whenever you have conducted a search enquiry you will see a drop down menu at the top left 
hand side of the results page. Clicking on the relevant item on the drop down menu gives you the 
option to print the following items Current Document, Selected Documents or Cite List Tab. 
Clicking on the last of these items will print a list of the search results.  
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ADVANCED SEARCH FOR THE FULL TEXT OF A CASE REPORT 

Alternatively you can opt for the Advanced Search. To do so click on the Advanced Search 
option below the basic search box. 

The Advanced Search option allows you to search using free text and party name and also other 
search criteria such as (i) Case Citation [1997] 1 I.L.R.M 233 or (ii) Legislation Cited 

You can also limit the search by reference to (i) date restriction and (ii) the report series 
(“title”) in question. 

Fig. 1.4 Advanced Search for Case Report using Case Citation 

Advanced Search 
using Case 
Citation 

Browsable 
case reports 
in the 
database 

 

FINDING A CASE REPORT ON A PARTICULAR ISSUE 

Click on the Case Reports link at the top left hand side of the Westlaw IE screen. 

Click on the Advanced Search Link and enter your keyword(s)/subject e.g. “sentencing” in the 
Free Text Box and apply any limiters that you think appropriate. 
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Fig. 1.5 An Advanced Search for a case on the issue of “sentencing”. 

Search restricted to 
specific reports in 
database. 

Search restricted to 
between 1984 and 
2009

Advanced free text search 
on issue of  “sentencing” 

 

Fig. 1.6 Results of Advanced Search on issue of “sentencing” – 7th item. 
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SEARCHING FOR AN ANNOTATED STATUTE 

The Westlaw. IE database contains an Annotated Statutes module containing legislation with 
notations or commentary attached that have been enacted since 1994. These notated statutes have 
been incorporated into the database from the Roundhall publication, Irish Current Law Statutes 
Annotated (“ICLSA”). The notations are up to date to the date of the enactment of each statute. 

You can search for statutes combined with notations by clicking on the All ICLSA tab.  To 
search enter your search term in the Free Text box. If you require the text of the legislation only 
or annotations only click either on the Legislation tab or the Annotations tab respectively and 
enter the details either in the Free text box or the Act title or Year/No/Section boxes on either 
the Legislation or Annotations search screens.  

 

Fig. 1.7 Searching for annotated legislation with the term “stalking” in the All ICLSA 
screen. 
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Fig. 1.8 Second result of search in All ICLSA with the term “stalking”  

 

FINDING A JOURNAL ARTICLE ON A PARTICULAR CASE OR TOPIC 

Click on the Journals link at the centre/ top of the Westlaw IE page. This defaults to basic 
search screen where you can search using either (a) Free Text in the general search box, or  (b) 
Words in the Article Title, for example “goal of rehabilitation”. 

Fig. 1.9 Basic Search for an Article with the words “goal of rehabilitation” in the title. 

Browsable 
journals in the 
database.

Basic search for 
article title in 
Journals module Advanced Search facility
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List of articles in 
search result. 

Full text of article 

Fig. 1.10 Results of the article search using Article Title terms “goal of rehabilitation” 

 

ADVANCED SEARCH FOR JOURNAL ARTICLE 

Alternatively you can opt for the Advanced Search.  To do so click on the Advanced Search 
link to the left of the basic search box. 

Here in addition to searching using Free text and Article title you can use other search criteria 
such as (i) Author name(s) (ii) Cases Cited e.g. DPP v Ryan, (iii) Legislation Cited. 

If you a looking for an article that was published in a particular journal, tick the box beside the 
relevant journal in the list of titles on the lower half of the Westlaw IE screen. Then complete the 
search boxes and hit Search. 
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Fig. 1.11 Advanced Search for an article by author, Ian O’Donnell, in the Irish Criminal 
Law Journal 

Advanced Search 
using Author 
Name(s) 

Search limited 
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journal  

Browsable 
journals in 
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Fig. 1.12 Results of Advanced Search using Author Name with limiters 
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BROWSING JOURNALS 

You can also browse the contents of a particular journal title. To do so select the title, the year of 
publication and browse right down to a specific article in the journal. 

Fig. 1.13 Browsing the Irish Criminal Law Journal 

Browsing 
for the 2008 
Irish 
Criminal 
Law 

 
Fig. 1.14 Articles in the 2008 issues of the Irish Criminal Law Journal 
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SEARCHING FOR CONSOLIDATED LEGISLATION 

Consolidated legislation contains up to date amendments in the text of the legislation. 

To search for consolidated legislation click on the Consolidated Legislation link on the top 
centre/right side of the Westlaw IE screen. 

This defaults to a basic search screen where you can search using either (a) Free text in the 
general search box for example “Bail”, or (b) Act/SI title.  Then click Search. 

Fig. 1.15 Free Text Search for Consolidated Legislation on “Bail” 

Basic Free Text 
search in 
Consolidated 
Legislation 
module 

Advanced Search facility 

 

Fig. 1.16 Results of Consolidated Legislation Search on “Bail” – 10th item 
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ADVANCED SEARCH FOR CONSOLIDATED LEGISLATION 

Alternatively you can opt for the Advanced Search. 

Here in addition to using Free Text and Act/SI title(s) you can search using other search criteria 
such as (i) Year/Act No. e.g. 1997 e.g 16 and/or (ii) The Roundhall publishers Volume of 
Consolidated Acts (i.e “title”) in which the legislation is likely to appear. 

Fig. 1.17 Advanced Search for Bail Act 1997, “No. 16 of 1997” 

Advanced search  for 
legislation using 
Year/Act No. 

Search limited 
to specific 
volume of 
consolidated 
legislation 

 

USING THE CURRENT AWARENESS SERVICE 

The Westlaw Current Awareness service is of value if you wish to keep up to date with a 
particular subject or issue. The Current Awareness service gives you access to Irish legal 
developments added to the database in the last 8 weeks. 

To access the Current Awareness Service click on the Current Awareness module link on the 
top right hand side of the Westlaw IE screen. 

Enter your terms in the search box to find the latest information on a particular topic. You can 
limit your search to a particular date range by clicking the down arrow beside the Browse by 
Date box. 

Alternatively you can browse the Current Awareness entries by Document Type or Legal 
Subject by clicking on those links on the lower part of the search screen. 
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Fig. 1.18 Searching the Current Awareness Service for materials on “police powers” 
entered on the database in the last 4 days. 

Current 
awareness search 
for materials on 
“police powers” 
added to the 
database in the 
last four days 

Option to browse by Document 
Type or Legal Subject 

 

Fig. 1.19 Results of search of Current Awareness service for materials on “police powers” 
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BROWSING THE MODULES 

You can browse the total contents of each of the modules (Case Reports, Annotated Statutes, 
Journals, Consolidated Legislation and Current Awareness) on the top of the Westlaw IE 
screen. Just click on the module link on the top of the Westlaw IE screen. This will take you the 
module search screen and you will then see the Browse link on the lower half of each of the 
module search screens. 

Each module has browsable links by, for example, Title, Year and right down to a particular 
article, case or piece of legislation. 

Help 

The Help link at the top of each West Law IE web page provides information about using the 
database. Also Westlaw IE’s homepage (http://www.westlaw.ie) offers User Guides which give 
instructions on using the database. 

If you require any further assistance please do not hesitate to ask a member of the library staff at 
the Mountjoy Square Library desk. 

http://www.westlaw.ie/

