
Oxford Reference Online contains Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Quotations, Illustrations, Timelines, and 
so on for a wide variety of subjects.  The subject “Performing Arts” contains many reference books for 
the study of music and drama.  These include The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare, A Dictionary of  
Opera Characters, the Grove Book of Operas and so on.  See the screen shot below for more:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A variety of other resources may also be accessed via the above page by clicking into the “Links for this 
subject” link:  
 
Sample of links: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To get to the Oxford Reference Online webpage, go to the “Virtual Reference 
Desk” link on the left hand side of the DIT Library homepage:   
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At the “Virtual Reference Desk, just click “Oxford Reference  
Online” to open the site.   
Click the Subjects link                         to see the list of subjects 
available to research.  Scroll down the alphabetical list and  
click                            to open the list of reference books as  
shown on the reverse on this guide.   
Searching Oxford Reference Online:  
From this page all the resources shown can be searched at the 
same time using the Quick Search 
 
 
Alternatively, single books  
may be searched individually by clicking on their titles and  
using the quick search for that particular book.   
For example, clicking “The Oxford Companion to American 
Theatre” opens that particular book.  From there keywords 
can be searched:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Searching for “Angels in America” using 
this Quick search retrieves this article, from 
which there are also other links to related  
articles.   
An Advanced Search window is also  
available to refine searches.  From this 
search window, a specific list of reference books can be selected (or de-selected) to search in.  As well, searches 
can be defined as Full text, people, date or entry heading searches.   
 
Searching for the keyword Figaro 
in the full text of Opera-related  
reference books as shown  
below yields the following results.  
 
A number of different articles are 
retrieved  for 3 of the books chosen. 
Search results can be refined by  
Choosing a single book’s articles.   
The search results can be emailed   
or printed using links on the page:  
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Results can also be re-ordered by alphabet or relevance as 
well as by subject category or whether the reference  
contains a map or illustration.  
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