Paragraphs

What is a paragraph?

A paragraph is a collection of related sentences dealing with a single topic. Learning to write good paragraphs will help you as a writer stay on track during your drafting and revision stages. Good paragraphing also greatly assists your readers in following a piece of writing. You can have fantastic ideas, but if those ideas aren't presented in an organised fashion, you will lose your readers (and fail to achieve your goals in writing).
The first thing to determine about each paragraph is its focus. Once you have done so, you should never allow yourself to veer away from that governing idea.

Make the paragraph the unit of composition. In general, the purpose of a paragraph is to express one point, idea or opinion. 

You should start a new paragraph:
When you begin a new idea or point. New ideas should always start in new paragraphs. If you have an extended idea that spans multiple paragraphs, each new point within that idea should have its own paragraph.
	This main idea is expressed through three sections of a paragraph: 

Beginning - Introduce your idea. 

Middle - Explain your idea. 

End - Make your point again, transition to next paragraph
	In each paragraph remember to:

STATE your point in topic sentence

EXPLAIN/CLARIFY

EXAMPLE 
(supporting)

CONCLUDE
 by re-stating your point 

                (in different words), & make transition to next paragraph




For example: ‘Students require more recreational time in order to better focus on lessons in class’ is the main idea in the following paragraph. The paragraph is taken from an essay on various strategies required for an overall improvement of student performance.     

Students require more recreational time in order to better focus on lessons in class. In fact, studies have shown that students who enjoy a recess of more than 45 minutes consistently score better on tests immediately following the recess period. 

Clinical analysis further suggests that physical exercise greatly improves the ability to focus on academic materials. Longer periods of recess are clearly required to allow students the best possible chances of success in their studies. Clearly, physical exercise is just one of the necessary ingredients for improving student scores on standardized tests. 

There are four sentence types used to construct a paragraph: 

1.Topic sentence 

A sentence which states your idea, point, or opinion. This sentence should use a strong verb and make a bold statement. 

For example: Students require more recreational time in order to better focus on lessons in class. 

NOTE: Notice the strong verb 'require' which is a call to action. A weaker form of this sentence might be: I think students probably need more recreational time ... This weaker form is inappropriate for a topic sentence. 

2. Supporting sentences 

Supporting sentences (notice the plural) provide explanations and support for the topic sentence (main idea) of your paragraph. 

For example: In fact, studies have shown that students who enjoy a recess of more than 45 minutes consistently score better on tests immediately following the recess period. Clinical analysis further suggests that physical exercise greatly improves the ability to focus on academic materials. 

NOTE: Supporting sentences provide the evidence for your topic sentence. Supporting sentences that include facts, statistics and logical reasoning are much more convincing that simple statements of opinion. 

3. Concluding sentence 

The concluding sentence restates the main idea (found in your topic sentence) and reinforces the point or opinion. 

For example: Longer periods of recess are clearly required to allow students the best possible chances of success in their studies. 

NOTE: Concluding sentences repeat the main idea of your paragraph in different words. 

4.Transitional sentence 

The transitional sentence prepares the reader for the following paragraph. 

For example: Clearly, physical exercise is just one of the necessary ingredients for improving student scores on standardized tests. 

NOTE: Transitional sentences should help readers logically understand the connection between your current main idea, point or opinion and the main idea of your next paragraph. In this instance, the phrase 'just one of the necessary ingredients ...' prepares the reader for the next paragraph which will discuss another necessary ingredient for success.
For further help on how to write better essays try some of the following websites. 

http://esl.about.com/od/writingintermediate/a/paragraphs.htm
UEFP also has a good site for paragraph writing & examples of signalling

http://esl.about.com/od/writingintermediate/a/paragraphs.htm
http://homepage.smc.edu/morgan_julia/paragraph_construction.htm
http://www.utdallas.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/606/01/
http://cla.univ-fcomte.fr/english/paragraph/index.html
Exercises (when English is your second Language) See http://esl.about.com/
TIP:

When writing your essay – Don’t tell – instead – SHOW HOW!!!!

Paragraph construction

1)Topic sentence:  
Function:  to tell the reader what the paragraph is about  

Traits:  
general, main point(s) only, not details or examples 
Structure:  topic + controlling idea (positive statement of  information

Ex:  Dogs are very intelligent animals. 
NOTE:  the topic sentence will NEVER preview (eg. “In this paragraph, I’m going to talk about . . . .” or “Let’s consider . . . .).  

________________________________________________
2) Body sentences:  
Function:  to explain, describe, and/or support the topic sentence 
Traits:  
detailed, specific, examples; include pronouns, transition words; may compare/contrast, narrate, explain, argue, define, illustrate, describe or use combinations of several of these 

Structure:  explain/define, example/evidence, comment 
NOTE:  it is not possible to write an adequate explanation of any topic sentence in less than 3 sentences 

________________________________________________
3) Concluding sentence: 
Function:  to remind the reader of the most important point of your paragraph

Traits:  possibly is not the same as topic sentence 
Structure:  may include a transition to the next paragraph 

Exercise: 
Describe the function of each of the sentences below. 

1.  Optimistic thinking helps fuel success.  2.  Of course, to succeed, people need to do more than just think optimistically.  3.  Hard work and persistence are key ingredients to success, but add optimism and you have an even higher chance of success.  4.  For example, imagine two company employees, both intelligent and hard-working, collaborating on a long-term project.  5.  They make substantial progress working together until they encounter a difficult problem.  6.  The pessimistic person becomes increasingly discouraged, and he finally sees no alternative but to quit the project. 7.   In contrast, the optimistic person is temporarily discouraged but begins looking at the problem from several different angles, and she consults several other people until a solution is reached.  8.  Even though the two employees were both hard-working and intelligent, optimistic thinking led the project forward to success.

http://homepage.smc.edu/morgan_julia/paragraph_construction.htm
P.I.E. METHOD OF
PARAGRAPH CONSTRUCTION
1. P = POINT: 

TOPIC SENTENCE 

What is the point or argument of the paragraph?  Generally the topic sentences of paragraphs should be related to the main points (or points of evidence) listed in the introductory paragraph.  
How does that point relate to the thesis?  Paragraphs in the body of the essay should always refer back to the main thesis to tie all information together. 

2. I = ILLUSTRATION: 

The illustration may include one of the following: 

    EXAMPLE FROM PRIMARY SOURCE 

    REFERENCE TO SCHOLARLY OPINION 

    STATISTIC 

You will generally need to include a citation for any of the above information -- even if you do not use a direct quote.  NOTE:  I urge all students to avoid direct quotes in formal essays.  I am more interested in seeing illustrations in your own words. 

3. E = EXPLANATION: 

Explain the illustration in the context of your argument.  It is not enough simply to include an illustration to support your main point.  You must also provide your own analysis of how that illustration supports your overall argument. 

Relate the illustration to the thesis.  
End with a sentence to summarize your point. 

http://www.utdallas.edu/
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