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INTERVIEW

The MUSIC

marn

Nancy Previs talks to the ¢
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Dubilin, about his energy, work with choirs a

s we sl down 1o chat, | spy the

vy socks
and yellow dots — pecking out
mider [hvisl Brophy's jeans
5 e that im his haste o caich a
Daiblan for a perfonms
b fowgd 1o pasck: hosiery,
s0 he picked these ap in Helsinki. He
says though, that they"|l fit right in
with all the other cheerful pairs im his
sock drawer at home in Monkstown
“Yeah, I'd be & sock person. |
certainky go for coboured socks m

with pv

¢

CoCenE
EnnCRInces with a

penerally pod omes,”

Pt 15 notable
a8 b rocalles. some
y. 1 was walh the
NS0 for o concons on Mew
Yiear s Dy, this weekend, I'm with
the LUlster Oinchestra fior a AR
Imrvitation concert. Then I'm back
with the NS0 reconding with Jemem
Cialway. The end of this month 1"m
comducting Chonss Ireland, then I'm
wilh the RTE Concert Orchestra on
February 4. I'm with the Conceri
Owchestra again for Vilentine's
Dy, My maother refers i me as the
Draracell Busmy: | think ['ve got good
baiteries alrighi™, be jokes
He immerses himself completely
in projects. “Yenh, that"s me, it's
all-consuming when it's om, then I'll
maove along io the nexi ching and
it will be the same inlensity again
Conducting is one of thoss &
whene you can’t half do your job.”
He's becoms well-known for
working with amatewr choirs, "It
seems b0 be my role in life 1o be busy
with chairs. There never was any
prea plan 1o beoome imvolved with
choral waork - it just happened.™
Dearvid may be familer to the TV
audiemce for the 201 4 documentary
ahout the High Hopes Chiodr, the
group he created with more than
6l bomsckess. people 10 express snd
emjoy themsehves through simging
“Musical creativity is somsething we
alll have. | love seeing the surprise on
poople’s faces when they realise they
can sng.” He tells me that the High

BT
Ay

1 Brophy
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of his concert in the National Concert Hall in

M, SOCKS

Hopes Choir will be singing in the
European Parliz il i Mlarch
W wand 1o bri
&0 8 European pla
PRTRMTRENCE Ar1s ansd proups sngmg
wogether can do so much for people
whso happen w fall on hard Bmes. I
will be something very special for the

The MEPs ane covering ihe chair’s
costs. It was Manan Harkin [MEP
Fowr Mladd lanads- Morthaesd | who got
members 0 club together thear flight
budgets and pool emough sir males for
75 fAights
mights.”

Meanwhile, Darvid s busy
other choral and orchesaral
engagements. Talking about his
his et concert date with the RTE
Concent Urchestra on Febrnuary 4, he
says fondly, “1ll be hack with my old
band sgasn. | always love retumang
1o them. ™ This ime, he's conducting
themn alomg with the Ballina Chamber
Choir, Ui Miaagh Eo amd the Diin
Laoghasre Choral Society (whene
he's musscal direcior), The evening's
highlight wall be the performance
of Welsh composer Karl J 5"
powerful The Armed Mare: A Mass
for Peace. “I"s rooted m iraditional

wd rooens fof s for two

s from acnoss the world with
a Middle Eastern favouwr and is
something that will be relevan for &
leng Eimse b come.”

Diarvid 15 also bussy wigh his Chones
Irekand progect. a *scraich choar®,
which launched in Kilkenmy on

lanuary 19, with a performance of
Haydm's The Creation, “The scrmch
choir i somethany that developed in
the UK in the 19708, where people
witikdl come sogether for a day or

a weekend 1o rehearse like natics
and then perform. s son ol a pop-
up chowr: speed datng for choral

singers!”

“With Cheonus Ireland, we”ll meet
and refwearse for three howrs on the
Friday evenang, rehearse al| day
Satunday and Sanday, do a concen
Sainaday mgghl, and aflerwands
evervone podcs home, and that s the

enad of thee choir. Now, some of the
sarme pooghe
wieckend scratch choir either
i\ Al of Limerck the end of b
buat cach time th
il f¥eren. ™

An attractive proposition, then, for
people who don’t have the
cormmi 1o weekly practice w
regular choir? *Yes, for people who
e the: motion of n chosr
1 pop ingo for 48 hours
” For

ght come

vap willl be a Btk

have busy I

that vou
and then leave 13 appea
Diarvid, there’s also the enjoymemt of
collaboration of smaleur

groups with professonal

cians. “1 like the space where the
AIRCUT SIOUPS Of SINPCTs Can mod
the miusicC

16 e Logether I

A

e auschicions: Yo just

d singg. | dont have
1o gt And
I've ot 48 hesirs. 1o creale a really
goosd choar,” he says, seemingh
without fiear 1 acnually do have
fear of the wnknown, but | want o

fy

embrace it. The usknown is where
i wflen can happen,” he

sayvs eohigsiastcally
With his evident energy and focus,
I gt the fee Deavad 5™t the

kil of comducicr who wasses ume

armrving earky and pacing srown
befiore showtime. “Mo, coming up o
a concent Il get changed as late as
poesil
andl start | like the least amount
of ceremony possible. When |
comiducted The Rite of Spramg with the
sionsl Symphoy Orchestr

=0 | cam just walk on Stape

b
% apo | remember we
rehearsed in the momis

2or 13 ye

1 gl im
o aned then 1 went and did
vt that might.”

Dravnd teachhes @ thae DIT
Conservatory of Music and Drama.
15 furdsments] (o

He says teachir
his creative process. “I's good, it
msbes you queshion evenything.”
Dt Brophy conducts The Armed
Aan A WS for Peoce on Satunday
February 4, in the Massonal Concert Mall




