Department of Social Sciences policy on Garda Vetting, September 2009

From September 2008, all incoming and returning undergraduate students in the Department of Social Sciences will be required to submit their details for Garda vetting, to determine whether they have criminal convictions which may make them unsuitable for practice placements in early education or social care settings. A detailed DIT Garda Vetting Policy document is available and you should contact the Head of School should you wish to examine it. The primary points to note are:

· You must fully and honestly complete the Garda Vetting Form. Failure to disclose a criminal conviction automatically renders what may appear to be a very minor offence, unrelated to children or minors, to be a serious breach of DIT regulations. That is, it will be interpreted as an attempt to deceive the Institute.

· Should Garda Vetting disclose a criminal conviction against you, the Institute reserves the right not to register you for a programme of study. Should you already be a registered student, the Institute reserves the right to cancel your registration, thus removing you from a course of study. 

· A criminal conviction does not automatically make you unsuitable to work in social care or early education. As per the Policy document, the Institute has a mechanism to judge whether or not a conviction warrants preventing a student from registering or re-registering. 

· Should a criminal conviction be deemed to be unrelated to a student’s ability to perform in the social care or early education fields, note that this is a judgment that will be made by DIT, according to the Policy document. In all instances, regardless how apparently minor the conviction, the judgment made by the Institute shall be communicated to the relevant management in proposed practice placement agencies. Agency managers shall judge whether a student with a conviction will be facilitated on placement. Should the Institute by unable, after reasonable efforts, to locate a placement willing to accept a student with a criminal conviction, the Institute reserves the right to cancel the student’s registration, thus removing him/her from a course of study (as neither of the above mentioned degrees may be completed without undergoing a practice placement). 

· Should a criminal trial be ‘pending’ at the time a student competes the Garda Vetting from, he/she shall, of course, be deemed innocent of the charge. However, students are requested to inform the Institute (the Admissions Officer) (a) of the nature of the charge and (b) of the outcome of the trial.

· The Institute reserves the right to vet students more than once, and at any point during a student’s programme of study.

