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Welcome to the Department of Social Sciences, DIT

On behalf of the staff of the School of Social Sciences and Law I wish you a rewarding and successful year ahead.  You have enrolled on a highly sought after post-graduate programme and we hope you will find it challenging, stimulating and exciting.  This handbook is designed to give you information about the MA in Criminology, staff teaching on the programme, the Department of Social Sciences as well as the library, computer and support services available to students of the Dublin Institute of Technology.  
Apart from academic endeavours, going to college has lots to offer in the sporting, cultural and social spheres.  We encourage you to make the most of what is on offer, both within the DIT and in the wider city, and to develop new interests, make new friends and broaden your horizons.  Wishing you every success on your chosen course,

Dr. Kevin Lalor, Head of the Department of Social Sciences 
Introduction to DIT

There are more than 20,000 students at DIT, with 10,500 studying on a full-time basis, 8,500 part-time students and 4,000 apprentices.  The Institute is composed of four colleges:


College of Arts and Tourism





College of Business






College of Engineering and Built Environment


College of Sciences and Health
The President of the Institute is Professor Brian Norton.

Introduction to the College of Arts and Tourism
The College of Arts and Tourism is composed of seven distinct Schools:


School of Social Sciences and Law


Conservatory of Music and Drama


School of Culinary Arts and Food Technology

School of Languages


School of Media

School of Art, Design and Printing

School of Tourism and Hospitality Management
The Director and Dean of the College is Ms. Bríd Grant.

Introduction to the School of Social Sciences and Law
The School of Social Sciences and Law consists of two departments; Social Sciences and Law. The Head of School is Dr. Noirin Hayes.

The Department of Social Sciences is involved in a wide range of research projects in the area of criminal justice, comparative youth justice, youth offending, experiences of custody, prisoner reintegration and victimization, providing an important impetus for the development of criminology programmes in the school.

There are currently 22 students pursuing Master of Philosophy degrees and PhD degrees. Of those, a strong quorum are undertaking study within the criminological domain and related areas.

Post-Graduate PhD. Crime Research Projects: 
· An Investigation into the Nature and Incidence of Juvenile Prostitution in Dublin

· The Nature and Incidence of Child Sexual Abuse in Tanzania: an Exploratory Study
· Reintegrating Young Adult Ex-Prisoners: The Role and Significance of the Community Context
· Video-Link Evidence in Child Witness Trials: An Evaluation of its Effectiveness.
· Intergenerational Domestic Violence

· An Investigation into the Nature and Incidence of Child Sexual Abuse in Tanzania

· Leaving Care and Homelessness: The Continued Exclusion of those most Vulnerable
· Reducing Youth Offending: The Role, requirements and Context of Parental Responsibility
· Young People’s Experience of Crime

· Community Reintegration

The Department of Social Sciences is also a well-established and recognised ‘centre of excellence’ in the fields of Social Care and Early Childhood Education.  The Department has been at the forefront of professional training in Early Childhood Education and Social Care in Ireland for thirty years.  Currently, the Department offers courses in:


BA (Hons.) in Social Care


BA (Hons.) in Early Childhood Education
The Head of Department is Dr. Kevin Lalor.
School of Social Sciences and Law Office 

Room 305, Third Floor, Mountjoy Square
School Secretary:
Tel: 402 4164 Joanne or Irina
Refer to Notices on the Office (Room 305) for Opening Hours.

DIT Academic Calendar – Session 2011/12 
The total Academic Year will be divided into two Semesters of 15 weeks in which student learning and assessment will take place.

SEMESTER 1

	September 2011
	01/09/11
	
	Session commences

	
	12/09/11
	
	1st Years commence including Orientation, Induction 

	
	19/09/11
	1
	Teaching commences for 2nd & subsequent years

	
	26/09/11
	2
	                                                  15 Weeks to Include

12 Lecture Weeks +1 Review Week +Assessment

	October 2011
	03/10/11
	3
	

	
	10/10/11
	 4
	

	
	17/10/11
	5
	

	
	24/10/11
	6
	

	
	31/10/11
	7
	

	November 2011
	07/11/11
	8
	Review Week (unless otherwise arranged)

Review week to be used either for revision, reading, field visits, lectures, interim tests, formative assessment feedback etc.  To be applied in Week 8 except where otherwise arranged

	
	14/11/11
	9
	

	
	21/11/11
	10
	

	
	28/11/11
	11
	

	December 2011
	05/12/11
	12
	

	
	12/12/11
	13
	

	
	19/12/11
	Christmas 
	

	
	26/12/11
	Christmas 
	

	January 2012
	02/01/12
	Christmas 
	

	
	09/01/12
	14
	Exams and marking commence

	
	16/01/12
	15
	

	
	23/01/12
	
	Module Boards: Student feedback and Appeals.

Choice of Options & Electives for 2nd Semester

	
	
	SEMESTER 2
	

	
	30/01/12
	1
	Teaching commences

15 Weeks to Include:

12 Lecture Weeks +1 Review Week +Assessment

Review Week (unless otherwise arranged)

Review week to be used either for revision, reading, field visits, lectures, interim tests, formative assessment feedback etc.  To be applied in Week 7 except where otherwise arranged. 



	February 2012
	06/02/12
	2
	

	
	13/02/12
	3
	

	
	20/02/12
	4
	

	
	27/02/12
	5
	

	March 2012
	05/03/12
	6
	

	
	12/03/12
	7
	

	
	19/03/12
	8
	

	
	26/03/12
	9
	

	April 2012
	02/04/12
	Easter
	

	
	09/04/12
	Easter
	

	
	16/04/12
	10
	

	
	23/04/12
	11
	

	
	30/04/12
	12
	

	May 2012
	07/05/12
	13
	

	
	14/05/12
	14
	Exams commence & marking commences

	
	21/05/12
	15
	Exams

	
	28/05/12
	
	Exams

	June
	04/06/12
	
	Module Boards and Programme Boards

	
	11/06/12
	
	Student Feedback and Appeals

	
	18/06/12
	
	


DATES FOR APPRENTICESHIP AND FAILTE EIREANN PROGRAMMES DIFFER FROM THE ABOVE.  DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE RELEVANT SCHOOLS
Departmental Policy on Plagiarism

To plagiarise is to pass off the thoughts, writings, work of another as ones own.  For example, inserting extracts from a textbook into one’s essay, without acknowledging the source; buying an essay off the internet and submitting it as your own.  

In academia plagiarism is a serious offence and may lead to disciplinary action, for both students and lecturers.  For example, in Spring 2005 a Professor George Carney of Oklahoma State University was forbidden by his university to teach as he “stole passages from a slew of authors over the years, sometimes taking entire paragraphs word for word” (The Chronicle of Higher Education, 4th March 2005).  In another high profile case in 2002 at the University of Virginia, 45 students were expelled and three had their qualifications revoked for plagiarism (details at www.cnn.com/education).  Of course, students are expected to read the ideas of others and use them in their essays.  However, the work must be fully referenced.  The Department of Social Sciences has adopted the American Psychological Association (APA) system of referencing in text and bibliography (please refer to the thesis handbook for further information and the Department of Social Sciences website for further information).  The purpose of the Department’s plagiarism policy is not to catch students out.  Rather, it is to teach you the proper academic conventions of referencing and acknowledging your sources and to ensure that the work you submit is your own.  
Policy on Late Submission and Length of Assignments
	School of Social Sciences and Law Policy on Late Submission of Assignments 

All pieces of continuous assessment must be submitted by the due date in the way requested by the lecturer (i.e. paper, electronically or both). Students must save and retain a copy of all submitted continuous assessment work.

Strict penalties are applied for lateness and will be applied unless prior approval has been sought for an extension. Continuous assessment submitted up to one week late will lose 10% of marks awarded. Work submitted up to two weeks late will lose 20% of marks awarded. After two weeks, the maximum mark available will be 40%. No work will be accepted after four weeks. This means that the student risks failing the module and may be required to undertake a repeat assignment in the autumn. 

Extensions are only granted in exceptional circumstances and must be requested in advance. Valid excuses include bereavement, serious illness, an accident or other serious personal issues. Where possible these should be supported by documentary evidence. If you are experiencing problems you should inform your lecturer and/or tutor as soon as possible. 

Students must not submit the same material in more than one assignment.

Dr. Kevin Lalor, Head of the School of Social Sciences & Law (acting)

18 September 2009.

Policy on word length
Written assignments that exceed the stated word length by more than 10% will be penalised by deduction of marks using a graduated system.  Students are required to include the word count of their assignments on the cover sheet (word count excludes bibliography and appendices). If the word limit is exceeded by more than 10% the student will lose 10 marks.  If the student exceeds the word count by more than 20%, the assignment will not be graded.
All Continuous Assessment should be submitted to the relevant lecturer or tutor and not to the General Office. 
A selection of all work shall be cross read. All final year dissertations shall be cross-marked.  
Your lecturers will provide written feedback on your work, based on the assessment criteria, in a timely manner (not more than 4 working weeks after the submission deadline).




Computer Facilities

Forty computers are currently available in the computer room on the 2nd Floor of DIT Mountjoy Square.  All students are issued with an e-mail account and have access to computer facilities in all DIT sites across the city.  The computer room is supervised by a team of technological support staff (Room 219) to assist students with applications and report technical issues back to the helpdesk.  Furthermore, the library in Mountjoy Square has a number of computer terminals which students can use for research purposes.  For further information on logging on to computer terminals in DIT and DIT e-mail accounts please see the induction document provided by Information Service on facilities in Mountjoy Square.

Webcourses
Most of the lecturers on the MA will require you to download lecture notes prior to each lecture. You can do this by logging onto http://webcourses.dit.ie. The user name is your student number beginning with an uppercase letter e.g. C08123456. The password is the same as used for ICT Domain and e-mail, which initially is your date of birth in ddmmyyyy format, as shown on your Student ID card (e.g. 31 January 1990 is 31011990). User names and passwords are case sensitive. Students may change their password at My Password or contact the Support Desk Phone 402-3123 or support@dit.ie. Webcourse queries should be directed to support@dit.ie or 01-4023123. 

Library and other Learning Resources
DIT Library holds a combined book-stock of 200,000 items and subscribes to 2,100 journals across a wide variety of subject areas.  The holdings of all campus libraries are available for searching on the Millennium Online Public Access catalogue (OPAC) which is now fully web based.  Membership of the library is automatically conferred on all registered staff and students and users may use the services of the seven constituent libraries.  It is likely that students will rely for most of the literature sources on the libraries at Mountjoy Square and Aungier Street. 
The libraries at Mountjoy Square and Aungier Street are well stocked with relevant and up-to-date books and journals in the criminology field for short and long term loan.  In addition, as part of the Strand III Project on Youth Crime in Ireland a National Archive on Youth Crime Research has recently been established at the Mountjoy site.  This collection contains almost all literature on youth crime published to date in Ireland. 

The Mountjoy Library provides study spaces, networked PCs, textbooks and other programme materials, reference works and journals to support the programmes offered by DIT and to facilitate research.  Information is available in many formats besides books e.g. videos, CD-ROMs and other electronic resources.  Many of these can be accessed from any networked PC within the DIT campus (see below).  Photocopiers and printers are also available.  The Information Desk is staffed by qualified librarians to assist users with their specific research needs.
The library at DIT Aungier Street is one of the most modern academic resource centres in the country.  Its design takes account of changes in emphasis from teaching to learning and the new focus on a student centred learning experience.  As a result the library provides a diverse range of study spaces, 8 group project rooms, 174 open access PC units, laptop facilities, a state of the art seminar room, a copy/print centre, AV Room and a new Assistive Technology Room.  
In addition to the literature resources available at DIT students may apply for an ALCID (Academic Libraries Co-operating in Ireland) card which allows them access to libraries all over Ireland including the extensive collections in Trinity College Dublin.

Leading textbooks currently in the Library at the Mountjoy Square site include:

· Maguire, M. Morgan, R. and Reiner, R. (eds.), The Oxford handbook of criminology, Oxford, OUP, 4th ed., 2007.
· Newburn, T. Criminology, Cullompton, Devon, Willan, 2007.

· Vold, G. B. Bernard, T.J. and Snipes, J.B. Theoretical criminology New York, OUP, 2002.
· Morrison, W. Theoretical criminology: from modernity to post-modernism London : Cavendish Pub., 1995.
· Taylor, L. Walton, P. and J. Young, J. The New Criminology: for a social theory of deviance London, Routledge, 1973.
· Kilcommins, S. et al. Crime, Punishment and the Search for Order in Ireland Dublin, IPA, 2004.
· O’Mahony, P. Criminal Justice in Ireland Dublin, IPA, 2002.
· O’Mahony, P. Criminal Chaos: seven crises in Irish criminal justice Dublin, Round Hall Sweet and Maxwell, 1996.
· O'Mahony, P. Crime and punishment in Ireland Dublin, Round Hall Press, 1993.
· McCullagh, C. Crime in Ireland : a sociological introduction Cork, Cork University Press, 1996.
· O’Donnell, I and O’Sullivan, E. Crime Control in Ireland Cork, Cork University Press, 2001.
Journals include:
· British journal of criminology
· Canadian journal of criminology/ Revue canadienne de criminologie
· Child Maltreatment
· Crime and Delinquency
· Crime, Media, Culture
· Criminal Justice
· Criminal Justice and Behavior
· Criminal Justice Policy Review
· Criminal Justice Review
· European Journal of Criminology 

· Feminist Criminology
· Homicide Studies
· Howard Journal of Criminal Justice 
· International Criminal Justice Review
· International journal of offender therapy and comparative criminology
· Irish Criminal Law Journal 
· Irish Law Times
· Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice
· Journal of criminal law and criminology
· Journal of Interpersonal Violence
· Journal of Research on Crime and Delinquency
· Police Quarterly
· Probation Journal

· Punishment and Society 
· The Prison Journal
· Theoretical Criminology

· Trauma, Violence and Abuse

· Violence Against Women

· Youth Justice
Many of the above journals may be accessed online through the DIT library web-site or through the Criminology Subject Gateway (http://www.dit.ie/library/subjects/criminology/).

The SAGE criminological database is a particularly important resource. Please ask at the library for further detail.  
Information Technology

In common with most modern academic libraries, DIT Library has invested heavily in information technology and is now actively implementing a policy of access to information via the world wide web.  The library hosts its own web pages at www.dit.ie/library and the vast majority of its information resources are now web-based.  The Library web site has been specifically designed to offer users speedy access from a single location to e-journals, subject databases, international library catalogues and selected subject-based links to useful web sites.  
E-journals: through its web pages the library subscribes to the Swetswise service. The library also subscribes to Zetoc – the British Library index to its entire journal and conference paper holdings and to Ingenta which is a similar table of contents service to Swetswise. A number of full-text journals are also available through E-journal Portal.
Subject Databases: The library now subscribes to 50 bibliographic databases over a broad range of subject areas. All are available thorough the library web site. Specific criminological and related subjects include:
BAILII: British and Irish Legal Information Institute

Firstlaw

Justis legal library

Lexis Nexis legal

PsycINFO

Sage Criminology databse

Social Sciences Citation Index 

Sociological Abstracts

Westlaw UK (Criminal Law Journal)

Westlaw IE (Irish Criminal Law Journal)

Index to Theses and Dissertations Abstracts – two indexes providing access to and abstract details of Irish, UK and US research dissertations at Masters and Doctoral level.

Access to Electronic Resources from home

Registered staff and students can access library web-based material, including all subject databases, from home using an IP authentication and pin-number system.
Document Delivery Service

In keeping with library policy on access to information, the Inter Library Loan and Document Delivery service is available to all staff and students.  Requests for material are transmitted electronically on a daily basis to the British Library.  Material is also sourced and borrowed from other Irish academic institutions and through the various professional bodies of which the library has institutional membership.
Other Information
Opening Hours -
Please note hours may change due to staff shortages.

Mountjoy Square Library is open from:

· 9.30am to 9.30pm Monday to Thursday, 
· 9.30am to 5.15pm Friday and 
· (three weeks out of every four) 10.00 am to 5.00 pm on Saturday during term.
· Outside of term the library is open from 9.30am to 5.15pm Monday to Friday and closed on Saturday.
Aungier Street Library is open from 9.30 am to 9.30 pm Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 5.00pm on a Friday and 10.00 am to 5.00 pm on a Saturday during term. Outside of term the opening hours are 9.30am to 5.15 pm Monday to Friday and closed on Saturday.

Reservation of books – Books out on loan may be reserved at the issue desk.

Photocopying – Two photocopiers are available in the library.  Photocopy cards can be initially bought in the Library and subsequently topped up.

Fines – A fine system for late returned books is in operation.  

Library Staff: 
Ann Wrigley –Librarian 
Susan Chambers – Assistant Librarian

David Forde – Library Assistant

Ralph Murphy – Library Assistant.

Contact Details for the Library

Telephone: 

402 4108

Fax:


402 4290

www.dit.ie/library.ie
Support Services

Career Advice








4023351

Chaplaincy Service







4024112

Counselling Service







4024120

Disability Liaison Officer






4027657

Health Centre (Bolton St.)






4023614

Health Centre (Aungier St.)






4023051

International Students Office






4023438

Mature Students 







4027658

Also: ms.info@dit.ie and http://www.dit.ie/DIT/study/mature
Full details of all the services provided in DIT are available in the DIT Student Handbook.  Further information is also available at:

http://www.dit.ie/campuslife/
1.
 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1.1. An Introduction to the MA in Criminology, DIT

The core philosophy underpinning the programme is a belief in the importance of application of theory to practice. This is a feature of undergraduate programmes in the Department of Social Sciences and we are committed to offering criminology students the opportunity to study criminology in the context of real lives, problems and behaviour. A further core position is a belief in the importance of sound theoretical positions, supported by robust empirical evidence, in informing all aspects of professional practice in the justice system, from social workers and social care workers to police, probation workers and the judiciary.  The programme aims to create an atmosphere of rigorous academic enquiry and to apply this to all aspects of criminal behaviour and its associated problems in Ireland today.

Acknowledging the above and the absence of specialized taught postgraduate learning opportunities in criminology in Ireland, the Department of Social Sciences has developed a Masters in Criminology which is delivered over one calendar year to full-time students and two years to part-time students.  It is a taught modularised programme and consists of 90 European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) points leading to the award of an MA in Criminology.  Students will be required to complete three core modules, two of six optional modules and a dissertation.  Core modules will include Research Methods, Criminological Theory and the Criminal Justice System.  The optional modules incorporate courses in Criminal Law, Prison Policy, Policing, Sentencing, Victimology and Youth Offending and Youth Justice Perspectives, Criminal Justice Policymaking and Crime Prevention and Society.  
1.2 
Programme Aims and Learning Outcomes  
Aims

The programme will meet the needs of both professionals who are already working the area of criminal justice, such as members of An Garda Síochana, social workers, prison officers, barristers/solicitors, journalists and probation officers.  It will also serve to provide new graduates in Ireland with a unique opportunity to gain a competitive edge prior to embarking on a career in the criminal justice field or in academia.  In this context, the aims of the Masters in Criminology are to provide facilities for those who work in or with criminal justice or related agencies to reflect on their work from within an academic discipline and to provide those who have recently obtained a Bachelor’s degree with a thorough foundation in research methods, theoretical principles and contemporary debates as a prelude to a career in research, academia or institutions in the field.  

Learning Outcomes

In accordance with the NQAI standards for Level 9 and other relevant government policy and legislation, the graduate of the MA in Criminology will attain knowledge, competence and skills in line with the learning outcomes outlined below.  

Having completed the programme, students should be able:

Knowledge 

· To demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of the underlying theories and core concepts within the discipline of criminology relating to crime, victimisation, criminalisation and responses to crime and deviance;

· To examine critically the values and practices of key criminal justice agencies which administer responses to crime and deviance both within Ireland and in an international context.

· To exhibit critical awareness of contemporary criminological issues and problems; 

· To show evidence of advanced research skills and techniques to a level that enables the student to undertake research as a professional career and/or at a higher level (e.g. PhD).

· To convey specialist knowledge of a particular aspect of criminology through research and/or scholarship to a Level 9 standard (dissertation).
Competence/Skills

· To engage in scholarly debate at an academic, policy and practice based level on a range of criminological and criminal justice issues.

· To draw on a range of criminological/criminal justice sources and demonstrate an ability to synthesise them.

· To interpret texts, formulate reasoned arguments and make ethical judgments about published research within a number of different contexts;

· To demonstrate competency regarding the ethical issues and dilemmas that may occur in criminological/criminal justice research design and practice;

· To build upon professional relationships developed on the programme with relevant external criminal justice agencies in the field;

· To critically evaluate self in relation to personal and professional development;

· To analytically reflect on their own values and social identity and employ these skills in an informed response to crime and deviant behaviour;

· To reflect on how the concerns of criminology and the criminal justice system connect to and interact with wider social issues in contemporary society and in an international context.

1.3 
Nature, Duration and Structure of the Programme

Nature and Duration
The proposed programme consists of 90 ECTS leading to the award of an M.A. in Criminology.  Students will be required to complete three core modules and two of six optional modules and a dissertation (30 ECTS).  Core modules will include Research Methods (15 ECTS), Criminological Theory (15 ECTS) and the Criminal Justice System (10 ECTS).  The optional modules will incorporate courses in: Criminal Law, Prison Policy; Policing, Sovereignty and the State in Ireland; Sentencing; Victimology: theory and measurement; Youth Offending and Youth Justice Perspectives; Criminal Justice Policymaking and Crime Prevention and Society (10 ECTS per module).
The programme will be a taught modularised programme, delivered in semesters of 15 weeks duration (12 weeks teaching, 1 review week and 2 weeks assessment). The programme is offered in both full-time and part-time modes.  Students may take the taught programme on a full-time basis over 2 semesters and complete a dissertation in the third semester.  For students taking the programme on a part-time basis, coursework is completed over 4 semesters and a dissertation in the semester following.  Students who do not wish to pursue the programme to Masters level may opt to be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Criminology after the completion of 60 credits of coursework. 

Programme Structure

	Subject
	ECTS
	Class Contact Hours
	Independent

Learning Hours
	Total

	Core Subjects
	
	
	
	

	Research Methods 
	15
	36
	264
	300

	Criminological Theory 
	15
	36
	264
	300

	The Criminal Justice System
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Dissertation
	30
	30
	570
	600

	Optional Subjects (x2)
	
	
	
	

	Criminal Law
	10
	56
	144
	200

	Sentencing
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Youth Offending & Youth Justice Perspectives
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Prison Policy
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Policing, Sovereignty and the State in Ireland
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Victimology: theory and measurement
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Criminal Justice Policymaking
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Crime Prevention and Society
	10
	24
	176
	200

	Total
	90
	
	
	1800


1.4
Programme Curriculum

The MA in Criminology provides students with analytic and research skills, a systematic understanding of the criminal justice system as well as key concepts and theoretical approaches which have been developed in relation to crime and criminalization.  In addition, through the range of elective modules offered, it is hoped students will gain a practical understanding of the settings in which crime and justice policies are devised and implemented in Ireland and internationally.  

The programme is organised around core modules in the fundamentals of research methods, criminological theory and the criminal justice system and specialist options of which students choose two.  These modules are complemented by the completion of a dissertation which draws on the full range of techniques and skills acquired across the MA, particularly the module on research methods.

Core modules 

The module on Criminological Theory aims to provide students with the core knowledge of criminology theory, incorporating critical analysis and application of its key concepts and theories.  The course is designed so that students can apply these theories in critical manner to known contexts across the community and criminal justice sector.  Research Methods provides instruction in the fundamentals of social research.  It equips students with the knowledge and ability to gather and analyse data in a methodically and ethically sound manner and considers various quantitative and qualitative research methods used in criminology.  The criminal justice process is wide ranging and includes all the procedure and practices which follow from the detection and apprehension of offender.  The module on The Criminal Justice System provides students with a critical insight into this criminal justice system and the various bodies operating within that system and encourages discussion and analysis of key events in the development of the Irish criminal justice system.  
Optional Modules
The module on Sentencing has a narrower focus and provides a thorough and critical understanding of the various punishment theories and their application to contemporary sentencing practice in Ireland.  Key policy debates in sentencing are critically evaluated and students will be introduced to specific debates such as the overuse of custody in Ireland and elsewhere, the use and effectiveness of alternatives to custody and the politicization of sentencing issues.  The Criminal Law module aims to inform students of the role played by the executive, legislative and judicial branches in dealing with crime, and provide them with an introductory understanding of the Laws of Evidence, Practice and Procedure, Sentencing and National Security. Youth Offending and Youth Justice Perspectives focuses on the both the causes of juvenile offending and the social response to it in the light of what is known about the nature and circumstances of delinquent behaviour.  Sentencing options in Ireland and in other jurisdictions are critically appraised.  The growth in the size of the prison population in Ireland and internationally highlights the importance of penal policy and the need for a critical examination of the modern prison.  This is provided by the module on Prison Policy which also draws the student’s attention to various idiosyncrasies within the Irish penal system.  Policing, Sovereignty and the State in Ireland provides a detailed overview of the debates and issues that surround contemporary policing.  It covers issues such as globalization and transnational policing, gender issues in policing, the policing of diverse societies, and policing in the context of postmodern uncertainty.  Victimology: theory and measurement provides students with a thorough grounding in theoretical and practical aspects of victimology and allows them develop critical evaluative skills in these areas.  Particular attention will be paid to measurement issues pertaining to prevalence of crime. The Crime Prevention and Society module introduces students to social theory on governance, the nature of late modernity and the risk society and examines their application to crime prevention strategies in Ireland and abroad. Finally, Criminal Justice Policymaking assists students in developing an understanding of the concepts of policy analysis within the criminological scholarship.
Options shall be delivered subject to viable group sizes to be determined by the Programme Committee.

1.5 Programme Delivery/Teaching Methods

It is intended to provide students with a stimulating learning environment conducive to the attainment of the learning outcomes outlined above.  As criminology attracts students from diverse academic and social backgrounds, programmes within the discipline need to provide flexible and varied teaching and learning strategies.  Accordingly, diverse and challenging ranges of learning experiences will be provided to students to enable them to develop their academic, policy related and practice knowledge and, research skills in the criminological domain.  Delivery methods will include lectures, peer learning activities including class debates/discussions, student presentations, group work and the use of technological communication for class related work and student supported learning.  In certain instances, visits will be arranged for students to various criminal justice settings such as the courts or prisons.  Guest lecturers working in criminal justice or related areas will invited to present in order to strengthen the link between theory and practice on the programme. 

There is a strong emphasis on self directed learning and particularly, engagement with the classical and contemporary literature in the criminological and criminal justice fields.  Individual modules require substantial reading, coursework and continuous assessment in the form of written assignments, group presentation and use of technological mediums for learning.

1.6 Transfer and Progression
All successful applicants shall be enrolled on the Masters programme.  Modules will be assessed in accordance with the DIT General Assessment Regulations.  Students must attain a pass mark (or pass by compensation) in all taught modules before progressing to the dissertation.  Where a student does not achieve a pass mark or pass by compensation they shall be required to take a supplementary examination.  Where the module is passed at second or subsequent examination attempts, the mark awarded shall be 40%.  Additionally, there is a requirement to meet the pass mark (40%) in the dissertation in order to be awarded the degree of MA.  It is not permitted to pass the dissertation by compensating with marks from the taught modules.  

All entrants shall register on the MA in Criminology.  Students who do not wish to pursue the programme to Masters level (or who for whatever reason fail to achieve a pass mark in the dissertation) may opt to be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Criminology after the completion of 60 ECTS credits of coursework.  Students who exit with a Post-Graduate Diploma (having completed all taught modules) shall not be eligible to re-present for admission to the MA programme.  The MA in Criminology offers progression to programmes leading to Doctoral Degree or to another Masters Degree or to a Post-graduate Diploma.  

1.7
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategies
The learning, teaching and assessment strategies of the MA in Criminology are designed to foster the specific aims and learning outcomes of the programme, in particular it aims to develop an informed awareness of core theories and key issues in current criminological and criminal justice discourse as well as developing advanced research skills.  The assessment strategy therefore comprises of continuous assessment in the form of examinations, written coursework (of varying lengths); oral presentation; groupwork; the use of communications technologies as well as a final dissertation involving an extended piece of independent investigation. 

Throughout the programme students explore a wide range of materials and sources drawn from a range of academic and non-academic contexts.  A wide variety of learning strategies and activities are incorporated including lectures, seminars, oral presentations and supervised independent learning.  Small class sizes allow for an interactive and supportive learning environment providing ample opportunity for active assimilation, application, questioning, debate and critical reflection.  The learning context is enhanced through significant paper based and electronic learning resources made available through the library in DIT.  Reflecting the postgraduate nature of the programme, a major emphasis is also placed on student self-direction and independent learning while ensuring that adequate learning support is provided to students through designated office hours by core teaching staff and through media such as email which would facilitate staff-student and peer interaction.

Assessment criteria focus on the following issues:

· breadth and depth of subject knowledge;

· critical analysis of concepts and the ability to apply these concepts in a domestic and where appropriate international context;

· the ability to construct an argument from an array of criminological sources and to engage in critical debate through discursive argument;

· skills of investigation, research and critical enquiry;

· skills of analytical argument and presentation.

1.8 
Grades and Classification of the Award

Grades

· A first class honour will be awarded to those who meet all of the assessment criteria by demonstrating comprehensive knowledge and critical and creative thought with some original thinking. 

· A second class honour (Upper Division) will be awarded to those who meet all of the assessment criteria by demonstrating in-depth knowledge and critical and creative thought. 

· A second class honour (Lower Division) will be awarded to those who meet the assessment criteria by demonstrating a good level of knowledge on the subject matter and some evidence of critical and creative thinking.

· A pass award will be given to those who meet the assessment criteria by demonstrating a satisfactory level of knowledge on the subject matter and limited evidence of critical and creative thinking.

· Students will fail if the assessment criteria are not satisfactorily met, if work is not submitted or there is evidence of plagiarism.

Classification of the Award
Classification of the Post-Graduate Diploma/MA Criminology shall be calculated according to the ECTS weighting per module.

ECTS weighting for Classification of Award

	Module
	MA (90 ECTS)
	PG Diploma (60 ECTS)



	Research Methods (15 ECTS)
	16.66%
	25%

	Criminological Theory (15 ECTS)
	16.66%
	25%

	The Criminal Justice System (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Dissertation (30 ECTS)
	33.33%
	N/A

	Criminal Law (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Sentencing (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Youth Offending & Youth Justice Perspectives (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Prison Policy (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Policing, Sovereignty and the State in Ireland (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Victimology: theory and measurement (10 ECTS)
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Criminal Justice Policymaking
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Crime Prevention and Society
	11.11%
	16.66%

	Total
	100%
	100%


Classification for the MA in Criminology 

	Average Mark Band
	Nature of 

Achievement
	Classification

	( 70%
	Excellent Performance
	First Class Honours

	60% - 69%
	Very Good Performance
	Second Class Honours, 

Upper Division

	50% - 59%
	Good Performance
	Second Class Honours

Lower Division

	40% - 49%
	Satisfactory Performance
	Pass


Classification for Postgraduate Diploma
Average Mark Band Average Mark Band
	Average Mark Band
	Nature of 

Achievement
	Classification

	( 70%
	Excellent Performance
	Distinction

	60% - 69%
	Very Good Performance
	Merit 

Upper Division

	50% - 59%
	Good Performance
	Merit

Lower Division

	40% - 49%
	Satisfactory Performance
	Pass


1.9 Programme Staff and Management
The programme will be delivered by five full-time academic staff at the Department of Social Science including Dr. Matt Bowden, Dr. Kevin Lalor, Dr. Mary Rogan and Dr. Mairead Seymour.  Core staff on the programme has combined expertise in the disciplines of law, psychology and social science.  The multi-disciplinary nature of the staff team combined with their post-graduate qualifications in criminology and related subjects is one of the key strengths of the programme.  In addition, all staff are research active in the criminological and criminal justice field, exploring a range of issues including the presumption of innocence, the ‘new punitiveness’, penal policy, imprisonment, anti-social behaviour orders, crime prevention, juvenile justice, alternatives to custody, homelessness and criminality, victimisation, policing and juvenile prostitution.  

The programme will be managed by a Programme Committee consisting of the Head of Department, Programme Chair, staff teaching on the programme and student representatives. 

1.10 Contact Details for Staff

Staff offices (with the exception of Dr. Mary Rogan) are located at the Department of Social Sciences, DIT, 41-45 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1. 
Dr Kevin Lalor, Head of Department, Room 306 DIT Mountjoy Square Telephone 01-4024163 Email Kevin.lalor@dit.ie
Dr. Matt Bowden, Programme Chair, Room 326 DIT Mountjoy Square Telephone 01-4024230 matt.bowden@dit.ie
Dr. Mairead Seymour, Course Tutor, Room 337 DIT Mountjoy Square Telephone 01-4024133 Email mairead.seymour@dit.ie
Dr. Mary Rogan, Room 3-004 DIT Aungier Street 01-2023217 Email mary.rogan@dit.ie
2
DETAILED SUBJECT SYLLABI

Part A:
Core Modules
Dublin Institute of Technology

	Pre-Requisite Modules code(s)
	Co-Requisite Modules code(s)
	ECTS Credits
	Module Code
	Module Title

	
	
	15

	
	Research Methods



Module Level:
9

Module Author:
Dr. Mairead Seymour and Dr. Brian O’Neill
Module Description:
This module is designed as a core research methodology programme for taught postgraduate students in the Faculty of Applied Arts. The research dissertation is a requirement for all taught masters students and involves the application of relevant research methods to an approved topic within the student’s discipline area. Good research design and evidence of sound research practice are central to the dissertation. The purpose of this module is to ensure that all students are familiar with appropriate research theory and are provided with training in research methodology and techniques. The module will introduce students to the principal theoretical perspectives involved, to quantitative and qualitative techniques, research design, fieldwork, data analysis and ethical considerations in research. Students will also receive training in referencing, critical reading skills, academic writing, proposal writing and the use of computer based analysis packages. The formal requirements of the dissertation will be outlined and students will have the opportunity to formulate their research topic, develop a research schedule and select appropriate methodologies for their particular research project. 

Module Aim:

The aim of the module is to introduce students to the principles of good research practice and to prepare them for the research process required of a master’s dissertation.  

Learning Outcomes:  

On completion of this module, the student will be able to:

· Demonstrate a systematic knowledge and understanding of the main approaches to research required of the Masters dissertation.

· Formulate appropriate research questions and employ appropriate methods and resources for exploring those questions.
· Prepare a detailed research proposal and plan for the development of their dissertation.
· Critically evaluate and draw upon a range of information resources and conceptual frameworks appropriate to their research.

· Reflect upon the broader ethical dimensions as well the impact of their own subject position in practice of their research.
Learning and Teaching Methods:  

The module will be taught by lectures incorporating discussion of relevant literature, case studies, problem-solving exercises, readings and web based and library based exercises. Students will have access to additional research resources through webcourses. Optional research skills workshops in Endnote, SPSS and other analysis packages will provide students with an opportunity to develop key research skills in the areas of data organisation and quantitative and qualitative data analysis.

Lectures will be combined with subject specific tutorials for students to explore in greater detail, issues and approaches specific to criminological research. Students will also be assigned a supervisor to assist them with the formulation of their research idea proposal. 
Module Content:

· Introduction to research methods, research concepts and methodologies

· Reviewing the literature: bibliographic methods, sources, archives, information retrieval, keeping records and making notes, critical reading and structuring a literature review

· Academic writing. Scholarly conventions and referencing. Plagiarism.

· Planning the research process

· Research design: types of design, selecting a design, establishing feasibility/access
· Ethical questions in research. Research codes of practice
· Developing the research proposal
· Qualitative research: principles, methods and practice

· Quantitative research: principles and approaches
· Data analysis and presentation of information
· Research supervision
· Preparing the thesis.
Duration:

Class Contact Hours
 24 hours (lectures) 6 hours (tutorials) plus research training days in Endnote and analysis packages (2.5 days)
Independent Learning

252 hours

Module Assessment: 
· Research Proposal (50%)

Students will be required to prepare a detailed research proposal.  The proposal should include a clear statement of the research problem, a provisional review of literature relevant to their research project and a research plan to include a synopsis of the research design and an outline of the research methods together with an overview of the contribution and limitations of their proposed research. Students should also include information about access, consent and other ethical issues. The research proposal should typically be 2000 to 3000 words in length. In the proposal, students will be required to demonstrate an understanding of the key theoretical and methodological perspectives relevant to their research project. The work will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
· Clarity and feasibility of the research problem defined

· Suitability of the proposed methodology and research design

· Coherence of the argument as presented

· Quality of relevant preliminary research 

· Critical analysis of literature exercise (30%)
· Presentation of research idea for the proposal (20%)

Essential Reading: [Students are provided with additional directed journal article readings through webcourses]

Bryman, A. (2008) Social research methods. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press. [2001 and 2004 editions also available].  

Punch, K. (2005) Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches.  Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications.

Maxim, P. (1999) Quantitative Research Methods in the Social Sciences. New York: Oxford University Press.
May, Tim (2001) Social research: issues, methods and process. Maidenhead, Berkshire: Open University Press.
Silverman, D. (2004), Doing Qualitative Research: A Practice Handbook. London: Sage Publications.

Field, A. (2009) Discovering Statistics Using SPSS Third Edition. London: SAGE
Hardy, M. and Bryman, A. (2009) Handbook of Data Analysis. London: Sage Publications.

Punch, K. (2000) Developing Effective Research Proposals. London: Sage Publications

Wolcott, H.F. (2009) Writing Up Qualitative Research. London: SAGE.
Recommended Reading:

Bailey, S. (2004) Academic writing: a practical guide for students. London: Routledge.

Bryman, A. (2006) Mixed methods. London: Sage.

Bickman, L. & Rog, D. (2009) The SAGE handbook of applied social research methods. London: SAGE

De Vaus, D. (2002) Surveys in Social Research. London : Routledge.

Elliott, A. & Woodward, W. (2007) Statistical analysis quick reference guidebook: with SPSS examples. Thousand Oaks CA: SAGE
Gardner, P. (2005) New directions - reading, writing and critical thinking (2nd edition). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Fink, A. (2009) How to conduct surveys: a step-by-step guide. London: Sage.

Foddy, W. (2001) Constructing questions for interviews and questionnaires: theory and practice in social research. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Frankfort-Nachmias, C. & Nachmias, D. (1996) Research Methods in the Social Sciences. London: Edward Arnold.

Hammersley, M. (1995) The Politics of Social Research. London: Sage Publications.
Locke, L., Silverman, S. & Waneen, S. (2009 3rd edition, 2004 2nd edition) Reading and understanding research. London: Sage.

Lofland, J. & Lofland, H. (2006) Analyzing social settings: a guide to qualitative observation and analysis. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Nalita, J. & Busher, H. (2009) Online Interviewing. London: SAGE

Oliver, P. (2008) Writing your thesis. London: Sage

Rossi, P., Freeman, H. & Lipsey, M. (1999) Evaluation: A Systematic Approach. Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications.
Thomas, S. (2004) Using web and paper questionnaires for data-based decision making: from design to interpretation of the results. Thousand Oaks, CA.: Corwin Press.

Essential Reading: [Criminology Students]

Bachman, R. & Paternoster, R. (2008) Statistical Methods for Criminology and Criminal Justice. Maidenhead: McGraw-Hill.

Bachman, R. & Schutt, R. (2007) The Practice of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice with SPSS Student Version 15.0 (3rd Edition). London: Sage.
Bachman, R. & Smith, R. (2008) Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice. London: Sage. 

Banks, C. (2004) Criminal Justice Ethics Theory and Practice. London: Sage Publications.

Jupp, V., Davies, P. & Francis, P. (2000) Doing Criminological Research. London: Sage Publications.

King, R & Wincup, E. (2007) Doing Research on Crime and Justice (2nd Edition) Oxford: OUP.

Lee-Treweek, G. & Linkogle, S. (eds.) (2000) Danger in the Field: Risk and Ethics in Social Research. London: Routledge.

Lee, R. & Stanko, E. (2002) Researching Violence. London: Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group).

Maxfield, M. and Babbie, E. (2008) Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology (5th Edition). London: Wadsworth Publishing.

Maxfield, M. and Babbie, E. (2009) Basics of Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology (2nd Edition) (or 1st edition 2006). London: Wadsworth Publishing.

Noaks, L. & Wincup, E. (2004) Criminological Research Understanding Qualitative Methods. London: Sage Publications

Pogrebin, M. R. (ed.) (2002) Qualitative Approaches to Criminal Justice. London: Sage Publications.

Dublin Institute of Technology
	Pre-Requisite Modules code(s)
	Co-Requisite Modules code(s)
	ECTS Credits
	Module Code
	Module Title

	
	
	15
	
	Criminological Theory


Module Level:
9

Module Author:
Dr. Claire Hamilton and Dr. Mairéad Seymour 
Module Description:



The module introduces the student to classicism and positivism and looks at the relevance of classical theory today.  The student will then proceed to examine the work of the Chicago school and social disorganisation theory (this may be thought of as sociological positivism).  The module also covers other key theories such as control theory; subcultural and strain theories; labelling perspectives on crime; radical and critical criminology and left realism.  As each new theory is introduced to the student, an understanding of its limitations and main criticisms and the connections and distinctions between it and other theories and practice will be imparted as well as the basic concepts.  

Module Aim:



To explore key theoretical perspectives that have been used throughout history to explain patterns of crime, deviance and control in society and to achieve an understanding of how criminological theories inform criminal justice.

Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate a broad, as well as an in-depth, knowledge of theories of crime causation and crime prevention as well as theories on the social construction of crime and deviance.

2. Evaluate the way in which different theories have sought to understand different types of crime, deviance and control.

3. Compare and contrast these different theories, including the processes underpinning their development.

4. Apply these theories in critical manner to known contexts such as crime in the private sphere; detection, reporting and recording of crime; crime prevention; and the gender and minority issues. 

5. Discuss the ways in which theory can improve our understanding of the social problem of crime and the operations of the criminal justice system.

6.  Demonstrate written skills of argument.

Learning and Teaching Methods:

Lectures, small group discussion and online discussion through Web CT.  

Module Content:

The content of the module will include the following:

· Positivist and classical Theories:  The way in which these theories contrast and conflict with each other and the work of Beccaria and Lombroso.  Echoes of classicism today.

· Social Disorganisation Theory:  Crime as a social rather than an individual phenomenon.  From Shaw and McKay to Wilson and Kelling and “broken windows”.  Is there evidence supporting the work of the Chicago school in Ireland?  Was Wilson and Kelling’s theory really implemented in Ireland in the period post 1996? 

· Anomie Theory/Strain/Sub Cultural Theory:  Crime as a response to social inequality and the gap between culture and social structure.  Survey of the work of inter alia Durkheim, Merton, Cloward and Ohlin, Cohen and Agnew. Theory applied to discussion of youth marginalisation, social exclusion, race and ethnicity.

· Control/Learning Theories:  The influence of controlling forces, whether social or personal on crime.  The studies of Matza, Hirschi and others and major limitations of the theory.  Linking crime prevention to theory –prevention initiatives and the role of criminal justice agencies etc.

· Social Learning Theory:  Social modeling, the influence of ongoing reciprocal interaction between social, cognitive, behavioural, an environmental influences on human behaviour.  Practical application with regard to how social learning theory applies to interventions with offenders and perspectives on crime. 

· Labelling Theory and Symbolic Interactionalism:  The shift from the action to the reaction; from the aetiology of crime to society’s reponse and its impact.  The work of inter alia Becker, Lemert.  Stanley Cohen and the concept of moral panic-does it have an application in Ireland?

· Conflict and Radical Criminology and New Left Realism:  Linking the causes of crime to social conflict and power differences in line with Marxist, Foucauldian theories and others.  Left Realism and the “square of crime.”

· Postmodern theory/construction of gender/masculinities:  Theories of gender, crime and punishment; the impact of sex and gender on criminal law and criminology; gender, crime and poverty; masculinity and violence; sexual offences and rape law; crime in the private sphere: domestic violence and child abuse.

Module Assessment:
 


In light of the breadth of knowledge required and also the focus in the learning outcomes on critical discussion and analysis, this module will be assessed entirely by way of one examination (50%) and a 3,500 word written assignment (50%). 

Assessment Criteria:
The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:
· Demonstrated in-depth knowledge of the main theories underlying the study of criminology.

· Evidence of analysis regarding the critical application of criminological theory to understanding and explaining crime in society. 
· Demonstrated critical awareness of the application of criminological theory to understanding contemporary debates in the criminal justice system including the over-representation of ethnic groups, gender and offending, youth, poverty and social exclusion.

· Evidence of ability to compare, contrast and evaluate criminological theories within a comparative framework.

Reading List:

Further readings will be distributed to students during the academic session 2008.

Essential Reading:
Beirne, P. and Messerschmidt, J. W.Criminology, (4th ed, Oxford University Press, 2005).

Downes, D and Rock, P. Understanding Deviance: a guide to the sociology of crime and rule breaking (5th ed., Oxford University Press, 2007)
Hopkins-Burke, R. An Introduction to Criminological Theory (Willan, 2005)
Lea, J. and Young, J. What is to be done about Law and Order? (Pluto Press, 1993)
McLaughlin, E., Muncie, J and Hughes, G (eds) Criminological Perspectives: Essential Readings (Sage, 2003).
McLaughlin, E and Muncie, J. (eds) Sage Dictionary of Criminology (2nd ed, Sage, 2006).

Maguire, M., Morgan, R. and Reiner, R The Oxford Handbook of Criminology (4th ed., Oxford University Press, 2007).

Newburn, T. Criminology (Willan, 2007).

Taylor, I., Walton, P., and Young, J. The New Criminology (Routledge, 1973)
Vold, G, Bernard, T. and Snipes, J. Theoretical Criminology (5th ed., Oxford University Press, 2002)

Walklate, S. Understanding Criminology: current theoretical debates (2nd ed., Open University Press, 2003)
Walton, P and Young, J. (eds.) The New Criminology Revisited (MacMillan, 1997)

Recommended Reading:
Bacik, I. and O’Connell, M. (eds.) Crime and Poverty in Ireland (Round Hall Sweet and Maxwell, 1998)
Beccaria, C On Crimes and Punishments (Cambridge University Press, 1995)

Becker, H. Outsider: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance (Free Press, 1973)
Cloward, R and Ohlin, L Delinquency and Opportunity: A Theory of Delinquent Gangs (Free Press, 1960)
Cohen, A. The Culture of the Gang (Free Press, 1955)
Cohen, S. Folk Devils and Moral Panics (Paladin, 1973 and Routledge, 2002)
Durkheim, E. Suicide: A Study in Sociology (Heinemann, 1995)

Focault, M. Discipline and Punishment: The Birth of the Prison (Penguin, 1991).
Goode, E and Ben Yehuda, N. Moral Panics: The Social Construction of Deviance (Balckwell, 1994).
Hirschi, T. Causes of Delinquency (University of California Press, 1969)

Matza, D Delinquency and Drift (John Wiley, 1964).
Matthews, R. “Replacing Broken Windows: Crime, Incivilities and Urban Change” in Matthews, R. and Young, J. (eds.) Issues in Realist Criminology (Sage, 1992).
McCullagh, C. Crime in Ireland: a sociological introduction (Cork University Press, 1996)
Merton, R. Social Theory and Social Structure (Free Press, 1968).
Pond, R. Introduction to Criminology (Waterside Press, 1999).
Power, A Estates on the Edge (MacMillan, 1997).
Shalkolsky, S. “The Relevance of Classical Criminology Today” in Bark Glantz I. and Huff, C. (Gower, 1982

Shaw, C and McKay, H. Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas (University of Chicago Press, 1969)
Smart, C Women, Crime and Criminology ( Routledge, 1976).

Stanko, E “Fear of Crime and the Myth of the Safe Home: A Feminist Critique of Criminology” in Yllo, K., and Bograd, M, (eds.) Feminist Perspectives of Wife Abuse (Sage, 1983).
Walklate, S Gender, Crime and Criminal Justice (Willan, 2004).
Contact Hours:

Class Contact Hours
 


36 hours

Independent Learning



264 hours

Dublin Institute of Technology

	Pre-Requisite Modules code(s)
	Co-Requisite Modules code(s)
	ECTS Credits
	Module Code
	Module Title

	
	
	10
	
	The Criminal Justice System


Module Level:
9
Module Author:
Dr. Claire Hamilton

Module Description:

By way of introduction, the student will examine the various criminal justice models and the nature of the Irish system; the classes of criminal offences and the structure and functions of the courts of criminal jurisdiction.  Key institutions and actors within the system, their roles and responsibilities, will then be scrutinised and the module will end with analysis of several challenging free-standing topics of relevance to Irish criminal justice today and in recent decades.  

Module Aim:
To provide students with a critical insight into the Irish criminal justice system.

Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Classify the various models of criminal justice; criminal offences and the courts of criminal jurisdiction.

2. Demonstrate a broad knowledge and critical awareness of the operation of some of the principal institutions and actors within the criminal justice system and means by which they can be made accountable.

3. Compare and contrast the Irish criminal justice system with those in other jurisdictions, particularly in relation to matters such as the role of key actors and institutions.

4. Critically analyse some of the current issues affecting the Irish criminal justice system.

Learning and Teaching Methods:

Lectures, small group discussion, and online discussion through Web CT.  

Module Content:
The content of the module will include the following:

Part A:

Introduction to the Criminal Justice System 

(i) Models of Criminal Justice

(ii) Classes of Criminal Offences: summary; indictable, hybrid; scheduled.

(iii) Structure and function of the Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction (including the European Court of Human Rights): status quo, recent developments and proposals for change.
Part B
:
Criminal Justice Institutions

(i) Role of An Garda Siochana and Other Agencies of Law Enforcement, with an emphasis on police accountability and the proposals contained in the Garda Siochana Act 2005.
(ii) Role of prosecuting authorities: Chief Prosecution Solicitor; Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP); reviewability of decisions to prosecute by DPP.

(iii) Judges: role and accountability; the “Sheedy” and “Brian Curtin” affairs.
(iv) Origins and development of Jury System: re-examining the role of the jury in the modern criminal justice system; recent developments in other jurisdictions.
(v) Role of Probation and Welfare Service: examining the evidence on effectiveness; what works?; issues around resourcing.
(vi) Prisons, Prisons Inspector and the Parole Board: is the prison system accountable?

Part C:

Aspects of Criminal Justice

(i) Victims and Witnesses: coming in from the cold

(ii) Miscarriages of Justice in England and Ireland
(iii) A look at the presumption of innocence and its practical effect in Ireland-does it really have tangible effects?
(iv) Risk and Criminal Justice in Ireland
Module Assessment:
 
In light of the breadth of knowledge required and also the focus in the learning outcomes on critical discussion and analysis, this module will be assessed entirely by way of one examination (50%) and a 3,500 word written assignment (50%).

Assessment Criteria – The Criminal Justice System

The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Demonstrated knowledge of key aspects of the criminal justice system including criminal justice models, the criminal justice process and courts of criminal jurisdiction.

· Presentation of argument on key issues, institutions and actors within the Irish criminal justice system and the changing criminal justice landscape.

· Demonstrated ability to provide analytical and comparative accounts of the Irish criminal justice system vis-à-vis other international jurisdictions.

Reading List

Further readings will be distributed to students during the academic session 2010/11.

Essential Reading

Ashworth, A. and Redmayne, M. The Criminal Process (Oxford University Press, 2010)
Conway, Y et al. Irish Criminal Justice: Theory, Process and Procedure (Clarus Press, 2010).

Hamilton, C. The Presumption of Innocence and Irish Criminal Law (Irish Academic Press, 2007).

M. McConville and G. Wilson (eds) The Handbook of the Criminal Justice Process (Oxford University Press, 2002). 
O’Mahony, P. Criminal Justice in Ireland (IPA, 2002).

O’Malley, T. The Criminal Process (Thomson, 2009).

Sanders, A and Young, R. Criminal Justice (3rd ed, Oxford University Press, 2007).
Walsh, D. Criminal Procedure (Thomson Round Hall, 2002).

Zedner, L. Criminal Justice (Oxford University Press, 2004).

Recommended Reading:

Law Reform Commission Report on Penalties for Minor Offences (March 2003, Report No 69 of 2003) available at www.lawreform.ie.

Mansfield, M and Wardle, T. Presumed Guilty: The British Legal System Exposed (Mandarin, 1994).
Walsh, D “Miscarriages of Justice in the Republic of Ireland” in Walker, C and Starmer, K. (eds) Miscarriages of Justice (Blackstone, 1999).
Working Group on the Jurisdiction of the Court Report (“Fennelly Report”) (Dublin: Stationery Office, May 2003) available at www.courts.ie.
Zedner, L. “Victims” in Maguire et al (eds), Oxford Handbook of Criminology (3rd ed., Oxford, OUP, 2002).

Kennedy, H. Just Law: The Changing Face of Justice and Why it Matters to Us All (Chatto & Windus, 2004)
Kilcommins P., I. O’Donnell, E. O’Sullivan and B. Vaughan Crime, Punishment and the Search for Order in Ireland (IPA, 2004)

McBarnet, D Conviction: Law the State and the Construction of Justice (MacMillan, 1981).
Packer, H. The Limits of the Criminal Sanction (Stanford University Press, 1968).
Duration:

Class Contact Hours
 


24 hours

Independent Learning



176 hours

Dublin Institute of Technology

	Pre-requisite Module
	Co-requisite Module
	ECTS Credits
	Module Code
	Module Title

	Research Methods
	None
	30


	Dissertation
	Dissertation


Module Level:

Level 9
Module Author:

Dr. Mairéad Seymour

Module Description:


The dissertation provides an opportunity to the student to apply concepts, theories and research techniques to a selected topic of interest within the criminological domain with the benefit of supervision from staff. On completion of the research methods module, the student will commence formal supervision with an allocated staff member on the programme. Students will receive direction on issues such as compiling a literature review, refining and finalising the research plan, designing data collection instruments (where appropriate), data collection methods and analysis. Guidance on writing style, structure and content will be provided to students through regular meetings and written feedback from their staff supervisor. 

Module Aim:
 
The module allows the student an opportunity to concentrate on a specific criminological topic. The aim is to round out the educational experience by requiring them to compile a critical review of the literature on their selected area of study and to apply practical research skills to the process, as well as to engage in reflective and critical analysis of the data. The module also provides direction on writing skills relating to structuring arguments and presenting material in a coherent and comprehensive manner. 

Learning Outcomes:  

By the end of this module the student will be able:

· To demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of the underlying theories, key concepts and information on their selected topic of study.
· To show awareness and competency regarding the ethical issues and considerations that may arise during the research process.
· To show evidence of research skills and techniques to a level that enables them to undertake research as a professional career and/or at a higher level (e.g. PhD).
· To access national and international literature using paper (e.g. journals) and web-based sources

· To critically assess and synthesize information in compiling a literature review

· To design appropriate data collection instruments 

· To collect research data in a systematic and ethically sound manner 

· To analyze data 

· To assemble a comprehensive body of work combining theoretical knowledge, research data and analysis.

Module Content:

Individual staff supervisors will provide guidance in the following areas:
· Accessing paper and electronic based national and international literature

· Compiling a literature review

· Choosing an appropriate research design/research method(s)

· Data collection

· Data analysis

· Ethical issues 

· Structuring and writing the dissertation
Learning and Teaching Methods:
At the beginning of the research process supervisors will build upon the work undertaken during the research methods module by discussing the research proposal, methodology, research methods and framework and techniques of analysis with the student.  The supervisor acts as an academic soundboard for the student’s ideas, ensures the overall project is advancing and provides feedback and appropriate direction. 
After the start of the research, the supervisor will adopt a supervisory role providing feedback on draft material.  The supervisor provides comment on draft material to ensure that:

· the candidate is using the correct academic style and approach; 

· there is required rigour, breadth and depth; 

· there is relevance and appropriate referencing; 

· the overall structure of the work is coherent.
Students are given detailed guidelines and regulations on research dissertations from the Programme Co-ordinator. Each student and supervisor will maintain a logbook to record meetings, agreed tasks and a plan of work to ensure the research is advanced.

Assessment Criteria:
The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Evidence of independent enquiry and originality of the overall project

· Demonstrated in-depth knowledge of one key specialist area of study

· Evidence of appropriate selection of research design and methods

· Presentation of argument in a logical, comprehensive and critical manner

· Demonstrated evidence of appropriate use of data analysis techniques

· Use of a range of national and international, paper and electronic sources

· Quality of writing, clarity and style of expression, layout and presentation, freedom from basic errors. 

Assessment:
Dissertation 12,000 – 15,000words

Contact Hours:

Class Contact Hours
 


30 hours

Independent Learning



570 hours

Reading:

Essential Reading:  

Biggam, J. (2008) Succeeding with your master’s dissertation: a practical step-by-step handbook. Buckingham: Open University.

Burnett, J. (2009) Doing a dissertation in the social sciences. London: Sage.

Davies, M. (2007) Doing a successful research project: using qualitative or quantitative methods. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Hart, C. (1998) Doing a Literature Review: Releasing the Social Science Research Imagination. London: Sage Publications. 

Wisker, Gina (2008) The postgraduate research handbook: succeed with your MA, MPhil, EdD and PhD. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan

Oliver, P. (2008) Writing your thesis. London: Sage.

Recommended Reading:
Crème, P. (2008) Writing at University: A Guide for Students. Maidenhead: Open University Press. 

Hart, C. (2004) Doing your Masters Dissertation. London: Sage Publications.

Peck, J. & Coyle, M. (1999) The Student’s Guide to Writing. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Tredinnick, M. (2008) Writing Well: The Essential Student Guide. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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	Sentencing


Module Level:
9

Module Author:
Dr. Claire Hamilton 

Module Description:



The first section in the module introduces the student to the leading rationales for sentencing and examines their influence, or indeed non-influence, on Irish sentencing practice.  The student will then proceed to examine the various factors at play in the sentencing process such as the common aggravating and mitigating factors and the various problems with the concept of proportionality in sentencing.  The next two sections deal with custodial and non-custodial sentencing with a critical look at the growing Irish reliance on custody and short terms of imprisonment.  The fifth section explores issues at the fore of Irish sentencing practice such as inconsistency in sentencing and the undermining of mandatory or presumptive sentencing which has occurred in practice.  The module concludes with a survey of some of the traditional features of Irish sentencing (such as the reliance on English legislative innovations) as well as some recent departures in sentencing in Ireland.  

Module Aim:


To provide the student with a critical view of the law and practice of sentencing in Ireland.
Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Assess the various rationales for sentencing such as deterrence, incapacitation, rehabilitation, and “just deserts” and relate them to Irish sentencing practice.
2. Discuss in a critical manner the sentencing process and disparities between theory and practice.

3. Compare and contrast Ireland’s use of custody and short sentences of imprisonment with sentencing trends in other countries with a view to reform.

4. Critically evaluate sentencing practice in Ireland and its various idiosyncrasies.

5. Critically analyse modern departures in sentencing practice and their application to Ireland.  

Learning and Teaching Methods:

Lectures, small group discussion and Web Courses.  Where deemed appropriate, the lecturer may arrange for a court visit for students in order that they may witness the sentencing process.
Module Content:
The content of the module will include the following:

1. Sentencing Theory:
The rationales of sentencing: deterrence, incapacitation, rehabilitation, and retribution/just deserts and denunciation and their influence on sentencing practice in Ireland and other jurisdictions.

2. Sentencing Process:
Options open to judges when sentencing; proportionality; aggravating and mitigating factors in sentencing; the role of the victim and duty to give reasons.

3. Custodial sentencing:
The use of custody as a last resort; statistics on Irish use of custody with a focus on overuse of short terms of imprisonment; early release and its denial to sex offenders.

4. Non-custodial sentencing:
From “nothing works” to “what works”; net-widening and up-tariffing; community service; probation and options for reform.

5. Sentencing Practice:
Mandatory sentencing and the use of “two/three strikes” laws in other jurisdictions; consistency versus individualised sentencing; race and gender in sentencing and directions for reform.

6. Aspects of Sentencing:
(i) The decline of the rehabilitative ideal?

(ii) Policy Transfer: the Irish art of imitation

(iii) Variegation in sentencing practice: ASBOs and sex offender orders.

(iv) The politicisation of sentencing and the role of the media

(v) Restorative Justice in Ireland

Module Assessment:
 


In light of the focus in the learning outcomes on critical discussion and analysis, this module will be assessed entirely by way of one 3,500 word written assignment (80%) and one group presentation (20%).

Assessment Criteria:
The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Demonstrated knowledge of the various sentencing rationales and evidence of how they may be applied to an Irish context.

· Evidence of critical awareness of the relationship between theory and practice in sentencing and the sentencing process.

· Demonstrated evidence of evaluation and analysis on sentencing practice and sentencing trends in an Irish and an international context.  

· Evidence of a critical knowledge regarding the application of recent developments in sentencing practice to Ireland and features of sentencing practice particular to Ireland.

Reading List:
Further readings will be distributed to students during the academic session 2010/11.

Essential Reading:
Ashworth, A Sentencing and Criminal Justice (5rd ed., Butterworths, 2010).

Ashworth, A, von Hirsch, A and Roberts, J Principled Sentencing: Readings on Theory and Policy (3rd ed, Hart, 2009).

Cavadino, P and Dignan, J The Penal System: An Introduction (4th ed, Sage, 2007).
Easton, S. and Piper, C. Sentencing and Punishment (Oxford University Press, 2005)

Law Reform Commission Consultation Paper (Stationery Office, 1993).

- Report on Sentencing (Stationery Office, 1996) available at www.lawreform.ie.
O’Malley, T. Sentencing Law and Practice, (2nd ed, Thomson Round Hall, 2006.) 
Zedner, L. Criminal Justice (Oxford University Press, 2004).

Recommended Reading:

Downes D. and Morgan R., “Dumping the ‘Hostages to Fortune’? The Politics of Law and Order in Post War Britain” in Oxford Handbook of Criminology, (2rd ed., Oxford, OUP, 2002).
Downes, D. and Morgan, R. “The Skeletons in the Cupboard: The Politics of Law and Order at the Turn of the Millennium” Oxford Handbook of Criminology, (3rd ed., Oxford, OUP, 2002) at p.286.

Kilcommins P., I. O’Donnell, E. O’Sullivan and B. Vaughan Crime, Punishment and the Search for Order in Ireland (IPA, 2004)

Lyons and Hunt “The Effects of Gender on Sentencing: A Case Study of the Dublin Metropolitan Area District Court” in Tomlinson, Varley and McCullagh (eds) Whose Law and Order? (Belfast, Sociological Association of Ireland, 1983).

Ni Raifertaigh, U “The Law Reform Commission Consultation Paper on Sentencing” (1993) 11 Irish Law Times 101.
O’Mahony, P. “Recent Penal Policy is Losing Touch with the Goal of Rehabilitation” (2005) 23 Irish Law Times 154.
Roberts, J. “Reducing the Use of Custody as a Sanction” (2005) JSIJ 21.

Contact Hours:

Class Contact Hours
 


24 hours

Independent Learning



176 hours
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	Criminal Law


Module Author:

Niall Neligan
Module Description

This module is designed to provide students with a thorough understanding of how to identify a crime, and the various implications of a criminal act. 

Module Aims:

The module aims to help students to equip students with a theoretical and practical understanding of crime and the Criminal Justice system in Ireland and the United Kingdom.  It aims to inform students of the role played by the executive, legislative and judicial branches in dealing with crime, and provide them with an introductory understanding of the Laws of Evidence, Practice and Procedure, Sentencing and National Security.

Learning Outcomes:

Having completed the module, a student should be able to:

· Critique the fundamental differences between civil and criminal law.

· Critically analyse the conceptual basis for criminal offences and the impact of possible successful defences.

· Read and critically analyse fact patterns from a prosecution or defence perspective.

· Conduct independent research in criminal law.

· Participate in a ‘mock’ (hypothetical) prosecution or defence of a criminal offence.

Learning and Teaching Methods

Teaching methods will comprise of a combination of lecturing and tutorials.  Formative assessment in the form of practice examination questions answered under exam conditions.  Student contact hours for the year will total approx. 56 hours (48 hours of lectures, 8 hours of tutorials), with independent learning comprising at least a further 144 hours.

Module Content:

· An Introduction to Criminal law. What is a crime?   

· The Criminal Justice System.  Jurisdiction of the Irish Courts. 

· Procedure: Introduction to Criminal Law Practice and Procedure.  

· Introduction to the Laws of Evidence.  

· Bail and the Bail Act, 1997.  

· Principles of Criminal Liability: Actus Reus / Mens Rea

· Defences (Part 1) Automatism, Mistake, Infancy.

· Causation 

· Strict Liability Offences, Transferred Intent

· Inchoate Offences. 

· Degrees of Participation. 

· Concealing and Assisting: Criminal Law Act, 1997. 

· Homicide (Part 1): Murder. Aggravated Murder. Attempted Murder

· Defences (Part 2): Provocation – Voluntary Manslaughter

· Defences (Part 3): Defence of Excessive Self Defence – Voluntary Manslaughter

· Homicide (Part 2): Involuntary Manslaughter

· Homicide (Part 3): Infanticide, Suicide, Abortion, Euthanasia, Genocide

· Non-Fatal offences.

· Public Order, Anti-Social Behaviour, Misuse of Drugs, Criminal Damage  

· Sexual Offences (Part 1): Rape 

· Sexual Offences (Part 2): Sexual Assault, Aggravated Sexual Assault, Indecency

· Defences (Part 3): Insanity, Diminished Responsibility, Intoxication

· Defences (Part 4): Duress. Necessity, Self-Defence, Unconstitutionality.   

· Property Offences.  Theft, Robbery, Burglary, Aggravated Burglary, Handling Stolen Property, Possession of Stolen Property. Forgery.

· Introduction to Practice & Procedure (Part 2). Appeals, Case Stated, Judicial Review.

· Terrorism Offences and the National Security System.

Module Assessment

Assessment will consist of a combination of end of session examinations (with both seen and unseen questions) and continuous assessment (including essays and problem-solving exercises).  End of session exams make up 80% of the final mark, with the essay counting towards the remaining 20%.  Assessment will be made on the basis of students’ demonstrated ability to analyse and comment upon the important principles of and developments in Criminal Law. In particular, assessment will be conducted by reference to the following criteria:

· Demonstrated knowledge of module content.

· Evidence of understanding of relevant concepts and principles.

· Originality of thought and evidence of independent research.

· Clarity of expression and presentation.

· Technical proficiency.

Essential Reading

At least one of the latest editions of the following textbooks

McAuley and McCutcheon, Criminal Liability, (Dublin: Round Hall, 2000)

Conor Hanly, An Introduction to Irish Criminal Law, 2nd ed. (Gill & MacMillan, 2006)

Smith & Hogan (Omerod), Criminal Law, 11th Edition. (Oxford, OUP, 2005

Moore Walsh and Hanly, Make That Grade – Irish Criminal Law (Gill & Macmillan)

McIntyre and McMullan, Criminal Law, ELT 2nd Edition  (Dublin: Round Hall, 2005)

Charleton, McDermott and Bolger, Criminal Law, (Lexis-Nexis, 1999)

Recommended Reading

Goldberg, Consolidated Criminal Legislation, (Dublin: Round Hall, 2002)

Bacik and O’Connell, Crime and Poverty in Ireland, (Dublin: Round Hall, 1998)

McGreal, Criminal Justice, (Theft and Fraud) Act, 2001, (Dublin, Round Hall, 2003)

Cannon & Neligan, Evidence, (Dublin, Round Hall, 2002)

Walsh: Criminal Law Practice and Procedure, (Dublin, Round Hall, 2002)
O’Malley, Sentencing Law and Practice, (Dublin: Round Hall, 1999)

Charleton, Cases and Materials, (Butterworths)

Byrne & McCutcheon, The Irish Legal System, (Lexis Nexis)

Journals:
Byrne & Binchy, (eds.), Annual Review of Irish Law
Irish Criminal Law Journal

The Irish Jurist

Dublin University Law Journal

Law Reform Commission Reports
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	Youth Offending & Youth Justice Perspectives
	Youth Offending & Youth Justice Perspectives


Module Level:

Level 9
Module Author:

Dr. Mairéad Seymour

Module Description:

The module begins by examining the definitions and constructs which underpin much of our ‘understanding’ of youth crime. It draws on case examples – including concepts such as ‘anti-social behaviour’ and ‘persistent offending’ – to emphasize the manner in which youth crime has come to be ‘understood’ in contemporary society. Critical consideration is given to the causes and correlates of youth crime and the complexity and challenges associated with categorizations of risk and risk behaviour are addressed. These themes are built upon with discussion on the regulation of young people, their families and communities and by focusing on measures to control and manage their ‘risk behaviour’. 

The second part of the module examines the philosophical underpinnings of the youth justice system in Ireland. It evaluates the legislative and policy approach adopted to respond to young people in contact with the criminal justice system. This part of the module also incorporates a strong comparative perspective and examines welfare, justice and rights-based responses to youth crime through an international lens, drawing on experiences from jurisdictions such as Finland, Canada and the UK. 

The third and final part of the module examines the micro aspects of the youth justice system response to young people. The rationale and critique of diversion is explored particularly in relation to mechanisms to divert young people from the criminal justice system and from detention. The role and impact of youth detention is examined drawing on national and international experiences, before concluding the module with a focus on reintegration and examination of the notion of young people being ‘in’ but not always ‘of’ the community. This final section incorporates issues and responses for young people that are cautioned, sentenced or on remand. 

Module Aim:
 

The module aims to provide the student with an in-depth critical insight into youth crime, the policy responses to it and the implications of such measures. 

Learning Outcomes:  

On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Formulate an appreciation of the factors related to youth crime and persistence with offending. 

2. Explain the social construction of youth crime including issues such as how young people come to be defined, labelled and processed in the criminal justice system.

3. Critically analyse the development and operation of the youth justice system in the Republic of Ireland.

4. Compare and contrast youth justice policy and practice between the Republic of Ireland and other jurisdictions.

5. Evaluate the impact of youth justice policies and practices on young people who come into contact with the criminal justice system.

6. Apply the above through written and oral presentation.

Module Content:

The content of the module will include the following:

1. Defining and ‘Constructing’ Youth Crime
2. Explaining and regulating youth crime: Individual, family and ‘community’ 

3. The Children Act and the Youth Justice System in Ireland 

4. Welfare, Justice and Rights: A Comparative Perspective
5. Diversion in the Youth Justice System : Rationale, Critique and Case Studies

6. The Children Court, Bail and Detention on Remand
7. Interventions with Young Offenders
8. Youth Detention

9. Reintegrating Young Offenders
Learning and Teaching Methods:

Lectures, class discussion and webcourses.

Contact Hours:

Class Contact Hours
 


24 hours

Independent Learning



176 hours

Assessment:

Group presentation/Debate (20%)

Written assignment (3,500 words) (80%)

Assessment Criteria:

The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Demonstrated critical awareness of the factors related to youth crime, the social construction of youth crime and the process by which young people come to be labelled as deviant. 

· Evidence of critical analysis of the development and operation of the youth justice system in Ireland. 

· Demonstrated ability to provide analytical and comparative accounts of Irish youth justice policy responses in comparison to other international jurisdictions.

· Evidence of evaluation of the impact of youth justice practices and policies in the criminal justice system. 
Essential Reading:  

Case, S. & Haines, K. (2009) Understanding Youth Crime. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.
Kilkelly, U. (2006) Tough Lives, Rough Justice: Youth Justice.  Irish Academic Press.

Goldson, B. and Muncie, J. (eds) (2009) Youth Crime and Juvenile Justice Volume 1: The ‘Youth Problem’. London: Sage.

Goldson, B. and Muncie, J. (eds) (2009) Youth Crime and Juvenile Justice Volume 2: Youth Corrections. London: Sage

Goldson, B. and Muncie, J. (eds) (2009) Youth Crime and Juvenile Justice Volume 3: Children’s Rights and State Responsibilities. London: Sage

Goldson, B. and Muncie, J. (2006) Youth Crime and Justice.  London: Sage Publications 

Muncie, J. (2004) Youth and Crime (2nd Edition). London: Sage Publications. 

Muncie, J., Hughes, G. and McLaughlin, E. (2002) Youth Justice Critical Readings. London: Sage Publications.

Recommended Reading:

Students will be directed to additional journal readings on a week by week basis. 

Reference Book: Goldson, B. (ed) (2008) Dictionary of Youth Crime. Cullompton: Willan.

Explaining Youth Crime
Barry, M. (2006) Youth Offending in Transition: The Search for Social Recognition.  Abington: Routledge.

Brown, S. (2006) Understanding Youth and Crime. Maidenhead:  Open University Press.

Case, S. (2006) Young People ‘At Risk’ of What? Challenging Risk-focused Early Intervention as Crime Prevention, Youth Justice, Vol. 6, No. 3, pp. 171-179.
Flood-Page, C., Campbell, S., Harrington, V. & Miller, J. (2000). Youth Crime: Findings from the 1998/99 Youth Lifestyles Survey. Home Office Research Study 209. London: Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate.

Green, R.G. and Healy, K.F. (2003) Tough on Kids Rethinking Approaches to Youth Justice. Saskatoon: Purich Publishing Ltd.
Hadfield, P. (2009) Nightlife and Crime. Oxford University Press. 
Hamilton, C. and Seymour, M. (2006) ASBOs: Institutionalised Intolerance of Youth? Youth Studies Ireland 1(1) 61-76.

Howell, J.C. (2003) Preventing and Reducing Juvenile Delinquency. London: Sage Publications.

McAuley, R. (2007) Out of Sight: Crime, Youth and Exclusion in Modern Britain. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.
Mayock, P. and O’Sullivan, E.  (2007) Lives in Crisis: Homeless Young People in Dublin. Dublin: The Liffey Press.

Muncie, J. (2004) Youth and Crime (2nd Edition). London: Sage Publications. 

Muncie, J. (2006) Repenalisation and Rights: Explorations in Comparative Youth Criminology, Howard Journal of Criminal Justice, Vol. 45 Issue 1 pp. 42-70.  
Pitts, J. (2008) Reluctant Gangsters: The Changing Face of Youth Crime. Cullompton: Willan. 
Siegel, L.J., Welsh, B.C. and Senna, J.J. (2006) Juvenile Delinquency – Theory, Practice and Law. London: Wadsworth.

Squires, P. and Stephen, D. (2005) Rougher Justice: Anti-social Behaviour and Young People. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.

Stephenson, M. (2006) Young People and Offending: Education, Youth Justice and Social Inclusion.  Cullompton: Willan Publishing.

Taylor, C. (2005) Young People in Care and Criminal Behaviour. London: Jessica Kingsley.

Juvenile Justice: National and International Approaches 

Acts of the Oireachtas (2001) Children Act 2001. Dublin: The Stationary Office. 

Available at:  http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Irish_Youth_Justice

Burke, H., Carney, C. and Cook, G. (1981). Youth and Justice: Young Offenders in Ireland. Dublin: Turoe Press.

Carroll, J. and Meehan, E. (2007) The Children Court: A National Study.  Dublin: Association of Criminal Justice Research and Development.  Available at: http://www.acjrd.ie/
Doob, A.N., & Cesaroni, C. (2004). Responding to Youth Crime in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

Duncan, W. (1982). The Juvenile Justice System at the Crossroads. In G. Cook, & V. Richardson, (eds.), Juvenile Justice at the Crossroads. Dublin: Department of Social Administration, University College Dublin.

Government Select Committee (1992) First Report on the Select Committee on Crime, Juvenile Justice: Its Causes and Its Remedies. Dublin: Stationery Office.

Junger-Tas, J. and Decker, S.H. (2006) International Handbook of Juvenile Justice.  Springer Publications.  

Kennedy Report (1970). Report on the Industrial and Reformatory School System. Dublin: Stationery Office.
Kilkelly, U. (2008) Youth Courts and Children’s Rights: the Irish Experience 8(1) Youth Justice, pp.39-56.
Kilkelly, U. (2007) Reform of Youth Justice in Ireland: the ‘New’ Children Act 2001 (Part 2), Irish Criminal Law Journal, 17(2).

Kilkelly, U. (2006) Reform of Youth Justice in Ireland: the ‘New’ Childrens Act 2001  (Part 1), Irish Criminal Law Journal, 16(2).

Kilkelly, U. (2005) The Children’s Court - A Children’s Rights Audit. Cork: University College Cork.

Kilkelly, U. (2003) Children Detention Schools: Learning from International Best Practice, Irish Criminal Law Journal, 13(3), pp.15-19.
Lalor, K., Ryan, F., Seymour, M., Hamilton, C. (2007) Young People and Crime: Research, Policy and Practice. Centre for Social and Educational Research: Dublin. 
Muncie, J. and Goldson, B.  (2006) Comparative Youth Justice.  London: Sage Publications.
O’Sullivan, E. (1998) ‘Restored to virtue, to society and to God’ Juvenile Justice and the Regulation of the Poor’ in Bacik, I. and O’Connell, M. (Eds) Crime and Poverty in Ireland. Dublin: Roundhall Sweet and Maxwell. pp.68-91. 

Piacentini , P. and Walters, R. (2006)The Politicization of Youth Crime in Scotland and the Rise of the ‘Burberry Court’ Youth Justice, Vol. 6, Issue 1, pp.46-59.  

Report on the Youth Justice Review (2006) Dublin: The Stationery Office. Available at:  http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Irish_Youth_Justice

Seymour, M. (2006) Transition and Reform: Juvenile Justice in the Republic of Ireland in J. Junger-Tas & S. Decker (eds.), International Handbook of Juvenile Justice (pp.117-144), Springer Academic Publications.
Seymour, M. & Butler, M (2008) Young People on Remand. Dublin: Office of the Minister for Children. 
Walsh, D. (2005) Juvenile Justice. Dublin: Thomson Round Hall

Responses to Youth Offending: Diversion, Detention and Reintegration

Bateman, T. (2005) Reducing Child Imprisonment: A Systemic Challenge, Youth Justice, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 91-105.

Bazemore, G. and Schiff, M. (2004) Juvenile Justice Reform Building Theory and Policy from Practice. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.

Burnett, R. and Roberts, C. (2004) What Works in Probation and Youth Justice: Developing Evidence-based Practice.  Cullompton: Willan Publishing.  
Centre for Social and Educational Research, Dublin Institute of Technology (2001). Study of Participants in Garda Special Projects. Dublin: Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Crawford, A. and Newburn T. (2003) Youth Offending and Restorative Justice, Implementing Reform in Youth Justice. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.

Elliott, E. and Gordon, R. (2005) New Directions in Restorative Justice: Issues, Practice, Evaluation. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.

Goldson, B. (2005) Child Imprisonment: A Case for Abolition’, Youth Justice, Vol. 5, 

No. 2, pp. 77-90.

Goldson, Barry (2002) Vulnerable Inside: Children in Secure and Penal Settings. London: The Children’s Society.

Gray, P. (2007) Youth Justice, Social Exclusion and the Demise of Social Justice, Howard Journal of Criminal Justice, Vol. 46, No. 4, pp. 401-416. 

Harvey, J. (2007), Young Men in Prison: Surviving and Adapting to Life Inside. Cullompton: Willan Publishing.  
Irish Prison Service (2007) Irish Prison Service Annual Report 2007. Dublin: Irish Prison Service.  Available at: http://www.irishprisons.ie/publications
McLaughlin, E., Ferguson, R., Huges, G. and Westmarland, L. (2003) Restorative Justice Critical Issues. London: Sage Publications.

Newburn, T. and Shiner, M. (2005) Dealing with Disaffection:  Young people, Mentoring and Social Inclusion.  Cullompton: Willan Publishing.  

Northern Ireland Office (2006) ‘Evaluation of the Bail Supervision and Support 

Scheme’, Northern Ireland Office Research and Statistical Series: Report No. 13.

Available at: http://www.nio.gov.uk/report_no_13__evaluation_of_the_bail_supervision_and_support_scheme.pdf
Stephenson, M. Giller, H. & Brown, S. (2007) Effective Practice in Youth Justice. Cullompton: Willan.
Useful Websites

www.omc.gov.ie 

www.irishprisons.ie
www.garda.ie
www.courts.ie
www.justice.ie
www.iyjs.ie (Irish Youth Justice Service)

Relevant Journals 

SAGE Criminology Electronic Journals particularly Youth Justice

Howard Journal of Criminal Justice 

British Journal of Criminology

Canadian Journal of Criminology

Journal of Adolescence
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	Prison Policy


Module Level:
9
Module Author:
Dr. Mary Rogan

Module Description:

This module will enable students to engage with key theoretical perspectives and debates in the theory of punishment and their application to the study of prison policy.  

Students will explore and appraise major concepts and ideas within the academic literature relating to the emergence and development of the use of imprisonment as punishment.  The course will pay particular attention to three main movements in the philosophical analysis of prison policy – that relating to the origins of modern punishment, penal-welfarism and rehabilitationism and, finally, elements of contemporary penological discourse.

These debates, which have mainly concentrated on Anglo-American penality, will provide a framework within which Irish prison policy will be investigated and examined.  Students will explore and assess the purposes and functions of imprisonment, the relationship between prison policy and wider social policy and the nature of contemporary prison policy in Ireland.  The module will concentrate mainly on the theory and practice of imprisonment, but will include study of other penal measures where instructive and appropriate.

Module Aim:

The module aims to facilitate students in a critical examination of the theory of punishment and to explore the connections between prison policy and broader social relations and change.  Students will achieve a critical awareness of academic commentary on the study of punishment and explore concepts and models emerging in the theory of penality. 

Students will gain an in-depth understanding of developments in Irish prison policy and practice and place these events within a broader theoretical backdrop through review and debate of penological literature, particularly the sociology of punishment and policy analysis.  A key objective will be to assist students in undertaking a comprehensive examination of contemporary Irish prison policy and the drivers behind penal change in Ireland. 

Allied to this, the module will aim to provide opportunities for critical appraisal and discussions of alternatives to current prison policy in Ireland.  The factors influencing the contemporary shape of prison policy will be examined and assessed, as well as particular problems within the current administration of the prison system.

Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Describe, explain and critically analyse theoretical accounts of the origins of imprisonment as punishment and to compare these different approaches and positions.

2. Identify and evaluate key debates and concepts in the academic literature on the theory of punishment.

3. Discuss, interpret and appraise the historical development of the prison in Ireland.

4. Compare and contrast the course of Irish prison policy with theoretical accounts of the development of imprisonment.

5. Identify and evaluate concepts and ideas in contemporary academic literature on the study of punishment.

6. Formulate critical and comparative appraisals of Irish prison policy by applying these theoretical tools.

7. Demonstrate specialised, self-directed knowledge through autonomous examination and assessment of a particular aspect of Irish prison policy. 

Learning and Teaching Methods:

The module will be taught by means of seminars for which readings and questions for small and large group discussion will be set in advance.  A limited amount of the course relating to the development of imprisonment in Ireland will be lectured upon, given the difficulty in accessing primary materials on this topic. Students will also give group presentations on their topic of specialised study at the end of the course.  Webcourses will be used for the distribution of materials and, where appropriate, group discussion. Where possible, the lecturer will arrange a visit to a prison as part of the review of contemporary Irish prison policy.

Module Content:

The content of the module will include the following:

Part A: The Development of Modern Punishment

1. Penal Theory: The Philosophy and Sociology of Punishment

· Philosophical Justifications for Punishment and the Sociology of Punishment

· The Origins of Prison Policy

· The Historical Development of Prisons

· Theoretical accounts of the emergence of modern punishment, including: Durkheim, Foucault, Ignatieff, Mathiesen, Marxist accounts

2. The Birth of the Prison in Ireland

· The historical development of the Irish prison system 

· Influences on Irish prison policy since 1922: subversion, stagnation and social change

· The social, political and cultural contexts for the development of prison policy in Ireland
Part B: The Rise of Penal-Welfarism

1. Prison Policy as Social Policy

· The emergence of rehabilitationism and welfarist technologies in prison administration

· The social and cultural foundations of penal-welfarism
· Did penal-welfarism take hold in Ireland? Why or why not?
· The reaction to penal-welfarism
Part C: Contemporary Penal Theory and Prison Policy

1. Emerging Concepts in Penal Theory

· The altered nature of imprisonment and its penological foundations in ‘late modernity’
· Emerging prison policy as a function of changing social, political and cultural foundations for criminal justice strategies
· Contemporary developments in the academic criminological discourse
· The rise of punitiveness? The politicisation of prison policy? The primacy of the prison?
2. Explaining Penal Change – Policy Analysis
· What influences the creation and development of prison policy?
· What is the role of political agency?
· Which actors shape prison policy? How?
· How do the methods of policy analysis compare with those of the sociology of punishment? Which are more compelling?
3. Prison Policy in Ireland since the 1970s 

· Prison policy in Ireland during the 1970s and 1980s: overcrowding, subversion and crisis
· Increasing official scrutiny of the prison policy: The Whitaker Report
· Prison policy in Ireland during the 1990s: from restraint to expansion
· Contemporary prison policy - understanding the current Irish prison system
· Contemporary challenges in Irish prison administration and potential alternatives
· Explaining the nature of prison policy in Ireland – an exceptional case or part of international trends? 
· Prison policy and the post-release period: when prisoners go home
Part D: Focus on Particular Elements of Irish Prison Policy


One topic for self-directed learning and group presentation to be chosen from the following:

· Young people in Irish prisons

· Irish prison policy and female offenders

· Irish prison policy and the use of imprisonment for mentally ill offenders

· Irish prison policy and drug users

· Irish prison policy and prison staff

· Irish prison policy and ethnic diversity

· The rehabilitative ideal and Irish prison policy

· Alternatives to current Irish prison policy

· Legal and judicial protection of prisoners’ rights under Irish law, including international obligations

· Irish prison policy and politics

· Irish prison policy in its historical context

· Irish prison policy and the post-release period

· Inspecting Irish prisons – evaluating policy and practice

Students may select a topic other than those above subject to its relevance to the course and the consent of the lecturer. In all cases, students should select a subject for their independent research project which is related to one of the topics in the list above and seek the lecturer’s approval in advance of writing. 

Duration:

Class Contact Hours
 


24 hours

Independent Learning



176 hours

Module Assessment:

In light of the focus in the learning outcomes on critical discussion and analysis, assessment will be an independent research project under Part D (3,500 words) comprising 80% of the final result, as well as a group presentation, based on student’s independent research projects worth 20%.

Assessment Criteria:

The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Evidence of critical and comparative analysis of national and international literature on the selected subject of study. 

· Evidence of critical understanding of an aspect Irish prison policy when contextualized in a broader theoretical framework or empirical base.

· Demonstrated ability to provide a critical and reflective in-depth account of one aspect of contemporary Irish prison policy.

· Quality of writing, clarity and style of expression, layout and presentation, freedom from basic errors.

· Presentation of argument in a logical, comprehensive and critical manner.

Reading List:

Essential Reading:

· Newburn, T. (2007) Criminology. Cullompton: Willan.
· Cavadino, M. and Dignan, S. (2007) The Penal System: An Introduction. 4th edition, London: Sage.  
· Jewkes Y. and Johnson H. (eds) (2006) Prison Readings: A Critical Introduction to Prisons and Punishment. Cullumpton: Willan.

· Foucault, M. (1977) Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. London: Penguin.

· Garland, D. (1990) Punishment and Modern Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· Garland, D. (1985) Punishment and Welfare. Aldershot: Gower.

· Garland, D. (2001) The Culture of Control. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

· Kilcommins, S. et al (2004) Crime Punishment and the Search for Order in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

Supplementary Reading

· Behan, C. and O’Donnell, I. (2008) ‘Prisoners, Politics and the Polls: Enfranchisement and the Burden of Responsibility’. British Journal of Criminology 48(3): 319-336.
· Carey, T. (2000) Mountjoy: The Story of a Prison. Cork: Collins Press.

· Carmody P. and McEvoy, M. (1996) A study of Irish female prisoners. Dublin: Stationery Office.
· Cavadino, M. and Dignan, J. (2007) Penal Systems: A Comparative Approach. London: Sage.
· Christie, N. (1993) Crime Control as Industry: Towards Gulags, Western Style. London: Routledge.

· Coakley, J. and Gallagher, M. (Eds.) (2005) Politics in the Republic of Ireland. 3rd edition, Oxford: Routledge.  

· Council for Social Welfare (1983) The Prison System. Dublin: Council for Social Welfare.

· Downes, D. and Hansen, K. (2006) ‘Welfare and Punishment in Comparative Perspective’ in Armstrong, S. and McAra, L. (Eds.) (2006) Perspectives on Punishment: The Contours of Control. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· Duff, A. and Garland, D. (1994) A Reader on Punishment. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
· Feeley, M. and Simon, J. (1994) ‘Actuarial Justice: The Emerging New Criminal Law’ in Nelken, D. (Ed) The Future of Criminology. London: Sage.
· Garland, D. (2002) Mass Imprisonment in the USA: Social Causes and Consequences. London: Sage.
· Garland, D. (2006) ‘Concepts of Culture in the Sociology of Punishment’ Theoretical Criminology 10: 419-447.

· Garland, D. and Young, P. (Eds) (1983). The Power to Punish. Aldershot: Gower.

· Garland, David “The Limits of the Sovereign State” British Journal of Criminology (1996) 36: 445 - 495.

· Government of Ireland (1994) The Management of Offenders: A Five Year Plan. Dublin: Government Publications, 1994.

· Heylin, G. (2001) Evaluating Prisons, Prisoners and Others. Dublin: Government Publications.

· Ignatieff, M. (1978) A Just Measure of Pain. London: Macmillan.
· Ismaili, K. (2006) ‘Contextualising the Criminal Justice Policy-Making Process’. Criminal Justice Policy Review 17(3): 255-269.

· Jones, T.  and Newburn,  T. (2005) ‘Comparative Criminal Justice Policy-Making in the United States and the United Kingdom’. British Journal of Criminology 45: 58-80.

· Jones, T.  and Newburn, T.  (2006) ‘Three Strikes and You’re Out: Exploring Symbol and Substance in American and British Crime Control Politics’.  British Journal of Criminology 46(5): 781-802.

· Jones, T. and Newburn, T. (2002) ‘Policy Convergence and Crime Control in the USA and UK: Streams of Influence and Levels of Impact’. Criminology and Criminal Justice 2: 173-203.

· Jones, T. and Newburn, T. (2005) ‘Symbolic Politics and Penal Populism: The Long Shadow of Willie Horton’. Crime, Media, Culture 1(1): 172-87.

· Jones, T. and Newburn, T. (2006) Policy Transfer and Criminal Justice. Buckingham: Open University Press.

· Katherine Howard Foundation and Irish Penal Reform Trust (2007) The Whitaker Report Twenty Years On: Lessons Learned or Lessons Forgotten? Dublin: Katherine Howard Foundation and Irish Penal Reform Trust. (http://www.iprt.ie/files/publication/whitakerreport2007.pdf)
· Karstedt, S. (2002) ‘Durkheim, Tarde and beyond: the global travel of crime policies’. Criminology and Criminal Justice 2: 111 – 123.

· Kethineni, S. and Falcone, D. (2007) ‘Employment and ex-offenders in the United States: Effects of legal and extra legal factors’. Probation Journal 54(1): 36-51.  

· Kilcommins, S. et al. (2004) Extending the Scope of Employment Equality Legislation: Comparative Perspectives on the Prohibited Grounds of Discrimination. Dublin, Stationery Office.

· Lawlor, P. and McDonald, E. (2001) Story of a Success: Irish Prisons Connect Project 1998-2000. Dublin: Irish Prison Service.

· Liebling, A. (2004) Prisons and their moral performance: a study of values, quality, and prison life. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· Liebling, A. and Maruna, S. (Eds.) (2005) The Effects of Imprisonment. Cullompton: Willan
· Loader, I. (2006) ‘Fall of the ‘Platonic Guardians’: Liberalism, Criminology and Political Responses to Crime in England and Wales’. British Journal of Criminology 46: 561-586. 

· Loader, I. and Sparks, R. (2004) ‘For an Historical Sociology of Crime Policy in England and Wales since 1968’ Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy 7: 5-32.

· Maruna, S. (2001) Making Good: How ex-Convicts Reform and Rebuild Their Lives. Washington DC: American Psychological Association Books
· Maruna, S. and Immarigeon R. (Eds.) (2004) After Crime and Punishment: Pathways to Ex-Offender Reintegration. Cullompton: Willan
· Mathiesen, T. (1990) Prison on Trial. London: Sage, 1990.

· McConville, S. (1995) ‘The Victorian Prison in England 1865-1965’ in Norval, M. and Rothman, D. (Eds.) The Oxford History of the Prison. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
· McEvoy, K. (2001) Paramilitary Imprisonment in Northern Ireland. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

· Melossi, D. and Pavarini, M. (1981) The prison and the factory: origins of the penitentiary system. London: Macmillan.
· Morgan, R. and Liebling, A. (2007) ‘Imprisonment: an expanding scene’ in Morgan, et al (Eds.) Oxford Handbook of Criminology. 4th edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

· Morris, N. and Rothman, D. (Eds.) (1995) The Oxford History of the Prison. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
· Mulcahy, A. ‘The Impact of the Northern ‘Troubles’ on Criminal Justice in the Irish Republic’ in O’Mahony, P. (Ed.) (2002) Criminal Justice in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

· National Economic and Social Forum (2002) Re-Integration of Prisoners. Dublin: National Economic and Social Forum available at: http://www.probation.ie/pws/websitepublishing.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/NESF+Re-integration+of+Prisoners/$FILE/NESF+Re-integration+of+Prisoners.pdf
· Newburn, T. (2003) Crime and Criminal Justice Policy. 2nd edition, Harlow: Pearson.  
· Newburn, T. and Rock, P. (Eds.) (2006). The Politics of Crime Control: Essays in Honour of David Downes. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

· Newburn, T. and Sparks R. (Eds.) (2004) Criminal Justice and Political Cultures: National and International Dimensions of Crime Control. Cullompton: Willan.

· O’Donnell, I. et al (2007) ‘When prisoners go home: Punishment, Social Deprivation and the Geography of Reintegration’. Irish Criminal Law Journal 17(4): 3-14.
· O’Donnell, I. (1997) ‘Crime, Punishment and Poverty’. Irish Criminal Law Journal 7(2): 134-151.

· O’Donnell, I. (1998) ‘Challenging the Punitive Obsession’ (1998) Irish Criminal Law Journal 8(1): 51-66.

· O’Donnell, I. (2001) ‘Prison Matters’. Irish Jurist 36: 153-173.

· O’Donnell, I. (2001) ‘Sentencing and Punishment in Ireland’ in Tonry, M. (Ed.) Penal Reform in Overcrowded Times. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
· O’Donnell, I. (2004) ‘Interpreting penal change: A research note’. The International Journal of Policy and Practice 4(2): 199-206.

· O’Donnell, I. (2005) ‘Crime and Justice in the Republic of Ireland’. European Journal of Criminology 2(1): 99-113.

· O’Donnell, I. (2008) ‘Stagnation and Change in Irish Penal Policy’ The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice 47(2): 121-133.

· O’Donnell, I. and McAuley, F. (Eds.) (2003) Criminal Justice History: Themes and Controversies from Pre-Independence Ireland. Dublin: Four Courts Press.

· O’Donnell, I. and O’Sullivan, E. (2001) Crime Control in Ireland – The Politics of Intolerance. Cork: Cork University Press. 
· O’Donnell, I. and O’Sullivan, E. (2003) ‘The Politics of Intolerance – Irish Style’. British Journal of Criminology: 43(1) 41-62.

· O’Donnell, I. et al. (2005) Crime and Punishment in Ireland 1922-2003: a statistical sourcebook. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

· O’Mahony, P. (2000) Prison Policy in Ireland. Cork: Cork University Press. 

· O’Mahony, P. (Ed.) (2003) Criminal Justice in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

· O’Mahony, P. (1997) Study of Mountjoy Prisoners. Dublin: Government Publications.

· O’Sullivan E. and O’Donnell, I. (2007) ‘Coercive confinement in the Republic of Ireland: The waning of a culture of control’ Punishment and Society 9(1): 27-48.

· Osborough, W.N (1985) ‘An Outline History of the Prison System in Ireland’ in The Report of the Committee of Inquiry into the Prison System. Dublin: Government Publications.

· Parenti, C. (2008) Lockdown America: Police and Prisons in the Age of Crisis. 2nd edition, San Francisco: Verso.
· Petersilia, J. (2003) When Prisoners Come Home: Parole and Prisoner Re-entry. New York: Oxford University Press.
· Pratt, J. (2006) Penal Populism. London: Routledge.

· Prison Study Group (1973) An Examination of the Irish Prison System. Dublin: Prison Study Group.

· Radzinowicz, L. (1999) Adventures in Criminology. London: Routledge.
· Rock, P. (1995) ‘The opening stages of criminal justice policy-making’. British Journal of Criminology 35: 1-16.

· Rogan, M. “Extending the Reach of the State into the Post-Sentence Period: Section 26 of the Criminal Justice Act 2007 and ‘Post-Release Orders’. (2008) 15(1) Dublin University Law Journal 214. 
· Ryan, M. (1978) The Acceptable Pressure Group: inequality in the penal lobby: a case study of the Howard League and RAP. Farnborough: Saxon House.

· Ryan, M. (2003) Penal Policy and Political Culture in England and Wales. London: Waterside.

· Ryan, M. Savage, S. and Wall, D. (2001) Policy Networks in Criminal Justice. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

· Seymour, M. (2006) Alternatives to Custody in Ireland. Dublin: Business in the Community Ireland. 

· Seymour, M. and Costello, L. (2005) A Study of the Number, Profile and Progression Routes of Homeless Persons Before the Court and in Custody. Dublin: Government of Ireland.

· Simon, J. (2007) Governing Through Crime. New York: Oxford University Press.

· Sparks, R. (2000) ‘Perspectives on Risk and Prison Politics’ in Hope, T. and Sparks, R. (Eds.) Crime, Risk and Insecurity: law and order in everyday life and political discourse. London: Sage

· Sparks, R. et al (1996) Prisons and the Problem of Order. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
· Stolz, B.A. (2002) ‘The roles of interest groups in US criminal justice policy making: Who, when and how’. Criminology and Criminal Justice 2: 51-69.

· Tonry, M. (2001) ‘Symbol, Substance and Severity in Western Penal Policies’. Punishment and Society 3(4): 517-536. 

· Tonry, M. (2001) ‘Unthought Thoughts: The Influence of Changing Sensibilities on Penal Politics’. Punishment and Society 3: 167 –181.

· Tonry, M. (2004) Punishment and Politics: Evidence and Emulation in the Making of English Crime Control Policy. Cullompton: Willan. 

· Tonry, M. (2004) Thinking About Crime. New York: Oxford University Press.

· Tonry, M. (Ed.) (2007) Crime, Punishment, and Politics in Comparative Perspective, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

· Tonry, M. (Ed.) (2009) The Oxford Handbook of Crime and Public Policy. Oxford: University Press.
· Vaughan, B. (2001) Towards a Model Prison System. Dublin: Irish Prison Reform Trust.
· Windlesham, D. (1993) Responses to Crime: Volume Two: Penal Policy in the Making. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
· Zedner, L. (2002) ‘Dangers of Dystopias in Penal Theory’. Oxford Journal of Legal Studies 22(2): 341-366.                                                   

· Zedner, L. (2007) Criminal Justice. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· Zedner, L. and Ashworth, A. (Eds.) (2003) The Criminological Foundations of Penal Policy: Essays in Honour of Roger Hood. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Useful websites

· www.justice.ie
· www.iprt.ie
· http://www.howardleague.org/
· http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/
· http://www.penalreform.org/
· www.irishprisons.ie
· http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pubsintro1.html
· http://www.cfj.ie
· http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/law/research/icps (International Centre for Prison Studies at KCL)

· http://www.cpt.coe.int. (Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Council of Europe)
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	Victimology: theory and measurement




Module Level:
9
Module Author:
Dr. Kevin Lalor
Module Description: 


An examination of the role of the victim in the study of crime, with a particular focus on methodological considerations. 

Module Aim:



The aims of this module are to provide an in-depth analysis of contemporary issues in victimology and to foster an 
understanding of contemporary victimological issues, with a particular emphasis on victimology in Ireland.

Learning Outcomes: 

On completion of this module, students will be able:

1. Evaluate the role of the victim in the overall crime dynamic

2. Formulate an awareness of ecological and lifestyle factors in the precipitation of crime

3. Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of theories and key concepts of crime victimization and apply these in a domestic context.

4. Compare and contrast victimization surveys in different jurisdictions.

5. Discuss in an informed way key issues within the current debate on victimology

Learning and Teaching Methods:

Lectures, class discussion.

Module Content:

Introduction, definitions, history and context

Key concepts and theoretical perspectives

Measuring victimisation: victim surveys and fear of crime, NCVS, BCS, ICS, Irish victim surveys; Repeat victimisation
Focus on vulnerable population – child victimisation

Victim services, ‘victim movement’; restorative justice

Euro perspectives on victim supports 

Psychological, emotional effects of crime on victims
Fear of crime, moral panics 

Restorative justice
Contact Hours:

Class Contact Hours
 


24 hours

Independent Learning



176 hours

Module Assessment: 

The module will be assessed by a 5,000 word essay.

Assessment Criteria:

The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Demonstrated knowledge of the theories and concepts relating to criminal victimization 

· Evidence of comparative analysis of victimization surveys between jurisdictions. 

· Demonstrated critical awareness and discussion of the key issues within contemporary thinking on victimology.

Reading list

Amir, M. (1971). Patterns in Forcible Rape, Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Central Statistics Office 2007, Crime and Victimisation: Quarterly National Household Survey, CSO, Ireland.

Dignan, J. (2004).  Understanding victims and restorative justice.  OUP/McGraw-Hill.
Dugan, L. (1999).  The effect of criminal victimisation on a household’s moving 
decision.  Criminology, 37(4), 903-928.

Farrell, G. & Pease, K. (Eds.) (2001).  Repeat Victimization.  Willan Publishing.

Fattah, E. (1991). Understanding Criminal Victimisation: An introduction to theoretical victimology. Scarborough, Ontario.

Fattah, E.A. (2000).  Victimology: Past, Present and Future.  Criminologie 33(1), 17-46.

Finkelhor, D. & A. Brown. (1985). The traumatic impact of Child Sexual Abuse: A 
conceptualization. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 55 (October).  

Finkelhor, D. (2008).  Childhood victimization: Violence, Crime and Abuse in the 
lives of young people.  Oxford: OUP.

Genn, H. (1988), Multiple victimization.  In M. Maguire & J. Pointing (Eds.),Victims of crime: A new deal?  Milton Keynes: Open University Press. 

Goodey, J. (2005). Victims and Victimology: Research, policy and practice.  Pearson: 
Harlow. 

Hough, M. and Mayhew, P. (1983). The British Crime Survey: First Report. Home 
Office Research Study, No. 76. London: HMSO.

Karmen, A. (2004) Crime victims: An introduction to victimology (5th edition). 
Wadsareth: 
Belmont, CA.

McGovern, L. (2002).  The victim and the criminal justice process.  In P. O'Mahony 
(Ed), Criminal Justice in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

Newburn, T. (2007).  Criminology.  Devon:  Willan Publishing.  Chps. 3 
(measurement) 
and 17 (Victimology).  

O’Connell, M. & Whelan, A.T. 1994, “Crime Victimisation in Dublin”, Irish Criminal 
Law  Journal, Vol. 4, pp. 85-112.

Rock, P. (1994). Victimology. Dortmouth: Aldershot. Collection of seminal papers on 
victims.

Sarma, K. (2003). Repeat victimisation in Ireland.  Irish Journal of Psychology, 24, 3-4, 96-
113.  

Smith, D.J. (2004) The Links between Victimization and Offending, Edinburgh Study of 
Youth Transitions and Crime Research Digest No. 5.
Spalek, B. (2006) Crime victims: theory, policy and practice.  Palgrave.  Macmillan: 
Basingstoke.

Sparks, R., Genn, H. and Dodd, D. (1977). Surveying victims: A study of the 
measurement of criminal victimisation. Chichester: John Wiley and Sons.

Stevens, D, (1994).  Predatory rapists and victim selection techniques.  The Social 
Science Journal, 31(4), 421-433.
Van Dijk, J.J.M., Manchin, R., Van Kesteren, J., Nevala, S., Hideg, G. (2005) The 
Burden of Crime in the EU. Research Report: A Comparative Analysis of the 
European Crime and Safety Survey (EU ICS) 2005.

Von Hentig, H. (1941), Remarks on the interaction of perpetrator and victim.  Journal of 
Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science, 31, 303-309.

Von Hentig, H. (1948).  The criminal and his victim.  New Haven: Yale University 
Press.

Wallace, H. (1998).  Victimology: legal, psychological and social perspectives.  
Boston: 
Allyn and Bacon.  

Wolfgang, M.E. (1957), Victim-precipitated criminal homicide. Journal of Criminal 
Law, Criminology and Police Science, 48, (1).
Walklate, S. (2007). Handbook of victims and victimology.  Willan.

Watson, D. 2000, Victims of Recorded Crime in Ireland: Results from the 1996 Survey, 
ESRI/Oak Tree Press, Dublin.

Zedner, L. (2002) Victims.  In Oxford Handbook of Criminology. 3rd ed., Oxford, 
OUP.
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	Criminal Justice Policy-Making


Module Level:
9

Module Author:
Dr. Mary Rogan

Module Description:

This module will facilitate students to explore and critically appraise the nature of criminal justice policy-making in Ireland and within an international context. Students will investigate theoretical perspectives and debates on criminal justice policy making in the international literature. The module will facilitate students to develop an understanding of the concepts of policy analysis as developed within criminological scholarship. Students will examine the policy-making process as explored within that scholarship will be appraised and the influences on that process. 

The process of criminal justice policy formation in Ireland will be a key focus of the module. The concepts and debates within the international literature will serve as a framework to explore the way in which criminal justice policy is formed in Ireland and to appraise the role of various influences on the creation of such policy. The module will provide an opportunity for critical discussion of the way in which Irish criminal justice policy is formed, with an added emphasis on the presence or otherwise of evidence-based policy-making in Irish criminal justice, and the influence of ideas and policies from abroad. Students will also reflect on the role of the criminologist in forming, influencing and critiquing policy. 
Module Aim:

The module aims to facilitate students in a critical examination of the nature and process of criminal justice policy formation in Ireland. Students will be assisted to critically examine and evaluate the theory and practice of criminal justice policy-making and the role of various policy actors as applied to criminal justice. Students will also have opportunities to engage in debate on the role of empirical evidence and the influence of other jurisdictions on Irish criminal justice policy-making. 

A key aim will be to enable students to undertake empirical investigation of a piece of criminal justice policy or legislation or of the roles of particular policy actors. This will be facilitated through engagement with actual policy documents or those working to influence or create policy in Ireland within class. As such, the module aims to enable students to work with original policy documents and materials, in order to create an accompanying narrative of the policy process and understanding of the policy-making process. 

Learning Outcomes:
On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Describe, explain and analyse the debates in and concepts of policy analysis as developed in the academic literature. 

2. Investigate, discuss and critically appraise the Irish criminal justice policy-making process and the role of various policy actors in that process. 

3. Investigate, describe and critically examine the presence of evidence-based policy-making in Irish criminal justice and the influence of other jurisdictions.

4. Engage in qualitative analysis of policy material.

5. Make appropriate requests for material under the Freedom of Information Act 1997.

6. Demonstrate specialised, self-directed knowledge and reflection through autonomous examination and assessment of a particular piece of criminal justice policy or legislation, or the role of a particular policy actor. 

Module Content:

The content of the module will include the following: 

Part A: Theoretical Perspectives on Criminal Justice Policy-Making

· The growth of policy analysis in Criminology
· Policy analysis versus cultural accounts of crime policy – responses to Garland
· What is ‘policy’?
· Policy transfer
· Evidence-based policy-making
· The methodology of policy analysis: documentary analysis and interviewing.

· Analysing documents: Oireachtas debates, Departmental documents, judgments, academic and interest-group material. 
· Making requests under the Freedom of Information Act 1997.
Part B: The Criminal Justice Policy Process and the role of Policy Actors

· Academic accounts of the way in which criminal justice policy is formed: Problems, policy proposals and politics
· The role of policy actors:
· Ministers and Civil Servants
· Political parties
· The media
· The judiciary
· Interest groups, NGOs, pressure groups
· Criminologists/criminal justice professionals
Part C: The Criminal Justice Policy Process and the role of Policy Actors in Ireland

· How is criminal justice policy formed in Ireland?

· What, or who, are the main influences on this process?

· Theory versus reality: case studies of the criminal justice policy-making process in Ireland.
Learning and Teaching Methods:

The module will involve a mixture of lectures, seminars and workshops. Learning will be facilitated regarding the international literature through lectures and seminars for which readings and questions for small and large group discussion will be set in advance. 

Workshops on qualitative analysis of policy material will also be provided. Where appropriate, these will involve the assessment and appraisal of original policy documents, making requests under the Freedom of Information Act 1997, discussions with policy-actors and analysis of policy analysis methodology. 

Webcourses will be used for the delivery of course notes, further reading and references. A wiki or other online artefact will also be created to enable group collaboration and discussion. Where possible, the lecturer will arrange guest speakers from within the policy process to provide expert-led seminars. 

Contact Hours:
Class Contact Hours: 24 hours

Independent Learning: 176 hours
Module Assessment:
To reflect the learning outcomes, the module will be assessed by means of an independent research project. A number of choices will be provided to students, allowing them to select the most appropriate topic reflecting their own interests. One option will require students to select a piece of criminal justice policy or legislation and to examine and critically appraise the process by which it was formed. This will be conducted through documentary analysis of policy materials. A second option will require students to assess the role of a particular group or body on the policy-making process. This could be conducted through documentary analysis of policy material, or else through interviewing a policy actor, or through a combination of both. 

In all cases, students will be required to write a reflective account of their views on the role of the criminologist in the criminal justice policy-making process. 

The results of the research may be presented in written format or through an online artefact such as a wiki or website, with accompanying audio or visual material. 

Assessment Criteria:
The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Demonstrated critical awareness of the process of criminal justice policy-formation. 

· Demonstrated critical insight into the role and influence of various policy actors in that process.
· Application of the concepts and methods of policy analysis as developed within the academic literature.

· Wide-ranging and creative skills of research. 

· Clear, coherent and reflective writing or other presentation skills. 
Essential Reading List: 

· Jones and Newburn, Policy Transfer and Criminal Justice (Buckingham, Open University Press, 2006).

· Ryan, Savage and Wall, Policy Networks in Criminal Justice (Basingstoke, Palgrave, 2001).
·  Tonry, Punishment and Politics: Evidence and Emulation in the Making of English Crime Control Policy (Cullumpton, Willan, 2004).

Recommended Reading
· Newburn, Crime and Criminal Justice Policy (2nd edition, London, Pearson, 2003).
· Jones and Newburn “Three Strikes and You’re Out: Exploring Symbol and Substance in American and British Crime Control Politics”, (2006) 46(5) British Journal of Criminology 781-802.

· Jones and Newburn, “Comparative Criminal Justice Policy-Making in the United States and the United Kingdom” (2005) 45 British Journal of Criminology 58-80.

· Jones and Newburn, “Learning from Uncle Sam: Exploring US Influence on British Crime Control Policy” (2002) 15(1) Governance 15(1) 97-119.

· Jones and Newburn, “Policy Convergence and Crime Control in the USA and UK: Streams of Influence and Levels of Impact” (2002) 2 Criminal Justice 173-203.

· Loader and Sparks: “For an Historical Sociology of Crime Policy in England and Wales since 1968” (2004) 7 Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy 5-32.

· Walker ed., Penal Policy-Making in England (Cambridge, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, 1976).

· Newburn, “Atlantic Crossings: Policy Transfer and Crime Control in America and Britain” (2002) 4(2) Punishment and Society 165-94.

· O’Halpin, “Policy-Making” in Coakley and Gallagher eds., The Government and Politics of Ireland (2nd edition, London, Routledge, 1999) 41-60.

· Prior, Using Documents in Social Research (London, Sage, 2003).

· Rock, “The opening stages of criminal justice policy-making” (1995) 35 British Journal of Criminology 1-16

· Rock, Constructing victims’ rights: the Home Office, New Labour, and victims (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2004).
· Ryan, Lobbying from below: INQUEST in defence of civil liberties (London, University College London, 1996). 

· Stolz, Criminal Justice policy making: Federal Roles and Processes (Westport, Connecticut, Praeger, 2002).

· Windlesham, Responses to Crime: Penal Policy in the Making (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1993).

· Bryman, Social Research Methods (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2001).

· Chubb, The Government and Politics of Ireland (3rd edition, London, Longman, 1992).
· Coakley and Gallagher, Politics in the Republic of Ireland (London, Routledge, 2005).
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	Crime Prevention and Society: Communities, Actors and Governance




Module Level:
9

Module Author:
Dr. Matt Bowden 
Description

The module aims to explore the role of the state and civil society in crime control, crime prevention and community safety.  Increasingly civil society is being mobilised alongside private firms to contribute to the governance; the underpinning of the social order by their incorporation in crime control, public safety and reducing victimisation.  In this context a broad ‘community’ of actors is mobilised where once the state acted as a solitary actor.  The module takes its focus from sociological theory and trends in social policy and questions of governance.  In this context, the module investigates the nature of both modernity and late modernity by exploring how the transition to the latter creates fault lines and sets of patterns of inclusion and exclusion.  The course questions whether the role of civil society makes crime control more legitimate, participative, and ultimately, democratic.  The module also presents this against a consideration of the role of the welfare state in creating social solidarity in the context of the globalisation of risk.  The course also explores the politics of crime and community in the context of increased social and digital surveillance.

Aim

· To introduce students to social theory on the nature of late modernity and the risk society;

· To examine the role of the state and civil society as actors in crime control and community safety in Ireland and abroad;

· To introduce students to theoretical and policy approaches to governance as it relates to regulation, surveillance and discipline.

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able 

· To discern, outline and discuss the theoretical perspectives informing the distinctions between modernity, late modernity and post-modernity;

· To describe and analyse late modern welfare orientations and will demonstrate an understanding of the Risk Society thesis;

· To describe and discern the different theoretical approaches to governance and how these apply to both crime control and crime prevention;

· To describe, discern and demonstrate critical awareness of policy network approaches and local approaches to crime control;

· To critically compare Ireland with other societies in relation to the role of civil society and communities in crime prevention.

Learning and Teaching Methods

Together with theoretical explorations the course will also use case studies of particular approaches to crime control, crime prevention and community safety practices in both Ireland and abroad.  Classes will involve both formal lectures but will also utilise student discussion and debate to facilitate learning.

Module Content

Understanding Modernity and Late Modernity:  The ‘problem of order’ in society; Sociological theory of late-modernity and post-modernity; ontological insecurity; inclusion, exclusion and social divisions; advanced marginality, ghettos and riots; citizenship, social order and social control; The ‘third way’ and the reflexive ‘life project’; ‘Etho-politics’ and self-conduct.

Late Modern Welfare Regimes and the Risk Society:  The late-modern state; The privatisation of risk; Fordism and Post-Fordism; Globalisation, ‘glocalisation’ and restructuring; the penalisation of poverty; the criminalisation of social policy; the Risk Society; the end of welfarism and the rise of ‘popular punitiveness’; the ‘responsibilisation’ thesis; hybrid adaptations to late modernity in Ireland’s “flexible, developmental state”.

Theoretical Approaches to Governance: New forms of regulation - ‘Government’ to ‘Governance’;  Governance, regulation and crime prevention; Crime prevention as ‘Etho-politics’; the Governmentality thesis;: a Bourdieuian approach to governance -Crime prevention and ‘field’ theory; critical and realist criminology; post-foundational criminology.  

Understanding Networks and Crime Control: Network approaches to governance; the reflexive network; the panoptic network; the logic of network forms of organisation; policy networks.

The Local Governance of Crime: crime prevention and government of territory; ; case study of youth crime prevention in Ireland; community as an ideological appeal; critical realism and ‘power dependence’; organisational cultures and local nuances.

Communities and Crime Prevention in Comparative Terms: comparative analysis between Ireland and other societies / jurisdictions including UK, Canada, France.

Duration:
Class Contact Hours
 


24 hours

Independent Learning



176 hours

Module Assessment

1 x 3,500 word essay assignment (80%)
1 x book review 1,500 words (20%)
Essential Reading

Body-Gendrot, S. 2000. The Social Control of Cities: A Comparative Perspective. Oxford: Blackwell.
Garland, D. 2001. The Culture of Control: Crime and Social Order in Contemporary Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Hughes, G. 2007. The Politics of Crime and Community. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
Kilcommins, S., O'Donnell, I., O'Sullivan, E. and Vaughan, B. 2004. Crime, Punishment and the Search for Order in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration Publications.
Powell, F. 2007 The Politics of Civil Society. Bristol: Policy Press.

Wacquant, L.J.D 2008. Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of Advanced Marginality.  Cambridge: Polity
Young, J. 2007. The Vertigo of Late Modernity.  London: Sage

Recommended Reading

Bourgois, P.I. 2003. In Search of Respect : Selling Crack in El Barrio. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Coulter, C. 2003. 'The End of Irish History? An Introduction to the Book' in Coulter, C. and Coleman, S. (eds.) The End of Irish History? Critical Reflections on the Celtic Tiger. Manchester: Manchester University Press.
Giddens, A. 1991. The Consequences of Modernity: Polity Press.
Rose, N. 1999. Powers of Freedom : Reframing Political Thought. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Beck, U. and Ritter, M. 1992. Risk Society : Towards a New Modernity. London: Sage
Garland, D. 2000. 'The Culture of High Crime Societies: Some Preconditions of Recent Law and Order Policies'. British Journal of Criminology 40: 347-345.
Garland, D. 2001. The Culture of Control: Crime and Social Order in Contemporary Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Bowden, M. 2006. 'Youth, Governance and the City: Towards a Critical Urban Sociology of Youth Crime and Disorder Prevention'. Youth Studies Ireland 1: 19-39.
Davis, M. 1990. City of Quartz: Excavating the Future in Los Angeles London: Pimlico.
Pitts, J. 2003. The New Politics of Youth Crime. Lyme Regis: Russell House Publishing.

Thompson, G.F. 2003. Between Hierarchies and Markets: The Logic and Limits of Network Forms of Organization. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Crawford, A. 1997. The Local Governance of Crime Appeals to Community and Partnership. Oxford: Clarendon.
Crawford, A. 1998. Crime Prevention and Community Safety: Politics, Policies and Practices. Harlow: Addison Wesley Longman.
Crawford, A. 2002. 'The Growth of Crime Prevention in France as Contrasted with the English Experience: Some Thoughts on the Politics of Insecurity' in Hughes, G., McLaughlin, E. and Muncie, J. (eds.) Crime Prevention and Community Safety: New Directions. Milton Keynes: Open University Press.
Hughes, G. and Edwards, A. (eds.) Crime Control and Community: The New Politics of Public Safety. Cullompton: Willan.
Hughes, G. 1998. Understanding Crime Prevention: Social Control, Risk and Late Modernity. Buckingham: Open University Press.
Hughes, G. 2002. 'The Shifting Sands of Crime Prevention ' in Hughes, G., McLaughlin, E. and Muncie, J. (eds.) Crime Prevention and Community Safety: New Directions. Milton Keynes: Open University Press.
Hughes, G. and Edwards, A. 2002. Crime Control and Community : The New Politics of Public Safety. Cullompton: Willan.
McKeown, K. and Brosnan, M. 1998. Police and Community: An Evaluation of Neighbourhood Watch and Community Alert in Ireland. Dublin: Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
National Crime Council. 2003. A Crime Prevention Strategy for Ireland: Tackling the Concerns of Local Communities. Dublin: National Crime Council.
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	Policing, Sovereignty and the Nation State


Module Level: 
9

Module Author: 
Dr. Matt Bowden


Module Description:

The module critically examines the policing function in society by considering the issues of power, sovereignty and democracy.  The evolution of policing as a social process will be examined to arrive at an understanding of the current organizational form of policing that we are familiar with in contemporary society.  The module explores current issues of controversy in the contemporary policing literature including globalization and transnational policing, gender issues in policing, the policing of diverse societies, and policing in the context of postmodern uncertainty.  The module engages students with the broader debate on community policing and explores models in comparative context.  Finally, the module relates this broader discourse to current issues of controversy and organizational change within the Irish police force since the Garda Act 2005.

Module Aim:

The module aims to facilitate students to develop a critical appreciation of policing, sovereignty and social order; the policing function as a democratic process in society; and the issues that have been raised consistently from the international policing literature that has highlighted issues of contention that relate to policing accountability.  Students will be facilitated to analyse and reflect on recent trends towards the global organisation of crime and its implications for national sovereignty within the territory of the nation state, together with the increasing internationalisation of policing.

Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module, students will be able to:

1. Critically analyse the policing function in society and the way in which nation state legitimacy is formulated and challenged through its policing function.  

2. Analyse the policing literature and critically construct an informed argument in relation to a specific area of police controversy.

3. Outline and critically evaluate theoretical approaches to policing.

4. Critically reflect on comparative policing models and their application to the Irish context.

5. Critically evaluate the findings of contemporary empirical research as applied to both national and international contexts.

6. Outline and critically discuss the findings from studies in policing within the discipline of criminology and the social sciences.

7. Critically evaluate policing practice in the context of social change.
Learning and Teaching Methods:

The module will involve a mix of lecturing and activated learning through student led content; class discussion and presentation. 

Module Content:

The content of the module will include the following:

1. The Evolution of Modern Policing: concepts of ‘police’ and ‘policing’ through the ages; police as process and police as institutional structure; professionalization.

2. Policing, Power and Democracy: Sovereignty, Legitimacy and Accountability; monopoly on violence; 

3. Comparative Policing Models: examinations of models including Ireland, United Kingdom, the USA, New Zeland, Japan and Sweden.

4. Policing and Globalisation – National Complexities and the New International Policing.

5. Community Policing: function, practice and comparative approaches.

6. Knowledge-based Policing: policing and security networks; problem-oriented policing; intelligence-led policing, etc.

7. Plural Policing, Regulation and Governance – policing as a process; policing risk populations; environmental regulation and policing; financial policing.

8. Gender and Policing – Issues of Masculinity and Femininity in Contemporary Policing.

9. Policing the Future: Risk, Diversity and Postmodernity.
Duration:

Class Contact Hours
 
24 hours 
Independent Learning



176 hours

Module Assessment:

In light of the focus in the learning outcomes on critical discussion and analysis, assessment will be by means of written book review with in-class presentation and one essay of 3,500 words.

Book Review and Presentation (20%)

Written essay (80%)

Assessment Criteria:

The grade awarded for the assessment will be based on achieving the following criteria:

· Breadth and depth of subject knowledge: Demonstrated by critical analysis of the role of policing in society, the role of non-state and state actors in policing and the relationship between state sovereignty, state legitimacy and the policing of a democratic society.

· Critical analysis of key concepts in the study of policing and demonstration of ability to apply conceptual argument to contemporary policy and practice issues in policing.

· Ability to construct an argument from an array of criminological sources and to engage in critical debate through discursive argument. 

·  Evidence of critical awareness of the challenges of policing as an exercise of state power in a democratic social order.

· Skills of investigation, research and critical enquiry: Demonstration of knowledge on key debates in contemporary international and domestic policing.

· Skills of analytical argument and presentation: Presentation of critical argument on one specific area of police controversy within a social scientific and / or socio-legal framework.  

Essential Reading
Mc Laughlin E (2007) The New Policing. London: SAGE.
Newburn, T. (2003). Handbook of Policing. Cullompton: Willan.

Reiner, R. (2000) The Politics of the Police. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Recommended Reading (General)
Allen G (1999) Policing Independent Ireland 1922-1982. Gill & Macmillan.
Brady C (1974) Guardians of the Peace. Gill and Macmillan. (Also edition published in 2000 by Prendeville)
Brogden, M., & Nijhar, P. (2005). Community Policing: National and International Models and Approaches. Cullompton: Willan.

Byrne P (2002) Challenges Facing An Garda Siochana. In O’Mahony, P. (ed) Criminal Justice in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.
Clements, P. (2008). Policing a Diverse Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Conway, V. (2010). The Blue Wall of Silence: The Morris Tribunal and Police Accountability in Ireland. Dublin: Irish Academic Press.

Connolly J (2002) Policing Ireland: Past, Present and Future. In O’Mahony, P. (ed) Criminal Justice in Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.
Della Porta, D and Reiter, H. eds. (1998) Policing Protest: The Control of Mass Demonstrations in Western Democracies.  Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press

Ericson, R.V. and Haggerty, K. D. (1997) Policing the Risk Society.  Oxford: Clarendon

Ellison G and J Smyth (2000) The Crowned Harp: Policing Northern Ireland. Pluto.

Garland, D. (2001). The Culture of Control: Crime and Social Order in Contemporary Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Greener, B. K. (2009). The New International Policing. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

Hall, S., Crichter, C., Jefferson, T., & Roberts, B. (1978). Policing the Crisis: Mugging, the State and Law and Order. Basingstoke: Macmillan.

Hopkins-Burke, R. (2004). Hard Cop, Soft Cop: Dilemmas and Debates in Contemporary Policing. Cullompton: Willan.

Johnson, L. (2000). Policing Britain: Risk, Security and Governance. Harlow: Longman.

Jones, T., & Newburn, T. (2006). Plural Policing: A Comparative Perspective. London: Routledge.

Kilcommins S et al (2004) Crime, punishment and the search for order in Ireland. Institute of Public Administration.
Loader, I. (1996). Youth, Policing and Democracy. Basingstoke: MacMillan.

Loader, I. (1997). 'Policing and the Social: Questions of Symbolic Power', British Journal of Sociology, 48(1), 1-18.

Loader, I., & Mulcahy, A. (2003). Policing and the Condition of England: Memory, Politics and Culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Mawby, R. (1999). Policing Across the World: Issues for the Twenty-first Century. London: University College London Press.

Mulcahy, A. (2006) Policing Northern Ireland: Conflict, Legitimacy and Reform: Cullompton: Willan

McNiffe L (1997) A History of the Garda Siochana. Dublin: Wolfhound Press.
Newburn, T. and Reiner, R. (2007) ‘Policing and the Police’. In: Maguire, m., Morgan, M., and Reiner, R. (eds.) Oxford Handbook of Criminology, 4th ed, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 910-952.

Newburn, T., & Neyroud, P. (2008). Dictionary of Policing. Cullompton: Willan.

Sheptycki, J. (2000) Issues in Transnational Policing.  London: Routledge.
Westmarland, L. (2001). Gender and Policing: Sex, Power and Police Culture. Cullompton: Willan.

Walsh D (1998) The Irish Police: A Legal and Constitutional Perspective. Round Hall.
Williamson, T. (2008) The Handbook of Knowledge Based Policing.  Chichester: Wiley
Journals

Policing and Society

British Journal of Criminology

European Journal of Criminology
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APPENDIX B:


MA CRIMINOLOGY TIMETABLE 2011-2012
	Semester 1
	Tuesday (4pm – 7pm) 


	Thursday (6pm – 8pm)

	
	Criminological Theory

DIT Mountjoy Square

Room 314

[F/T and P/T Year 1]

Core
	Research Methods

DIT MJS

G6 
[F/T and P/T Year 2]

Core


	Semester 2
	Tuesday (4pm – 6pm) 


	Wednesday (4pm – 6pm) 
	Thursday (4-6pm)

	
	Crime Prevention & Society

DIT Mountjoy Square
Room 319

Optional
	Victimology
DIT Mountjoy Square 
Room 319

Optional
	Youth Justice and Youth Offending

DIT Mountjoy Square

Room 319
Optional

	
	Tuesday (6pm – 8pm)

Prison Policy

DIT Mountjoy Square

Room 304. 

Optional
	Wednesday (6pm – 8pm) 

Criminal Justice System

DIT Mountjoy Square

Room 319
[F/T and P/T Year 1]

Core 
	


Students selecting the optional module ‘Criminal Law’ will attend lectures from 2-4pm on Wednesday in Room 4-027 in DIT Aungier Street in Semester 1 and Semester 2. 

APPENDIX C:
GRADING SCHEME

Postgraduate Grading Scheme 
	Module Descriptor


	Mark Band
	Criteria
	Determinator within grade band

	A

(Outstanding)

	80-100
	· Thorough and systematic knowledge and understanding of module content*
· Clear grasp of issues involved, with evidence of innovative and original use of learning resources

· Knowledge beyond module content*
· Clear evidence of independence of thought and originality

· Methodological rigour

· High critical judgment and confident grasp of complex issues


	Originality of argument

	A

(Clear)
	70-79
	· Methodological rigour

· Originality

· Critical judgment

· Use of additional learning resources


	Methodological rigour

	B
	60-69
	· Very good knowledge and understanding of module content*
· Well argued answer

· Some evidence of originality and critical judgment

· Sound methodology

· Critical judgment and some grasp of complex issues


	Extent of use of additional or non-core 

Learning resources

	C
(Clear)
	50-59
	· Good knowledge and understanding of the module content*
· Reasonably well argued

· Largely descriptive or narrative in focus

· Methodological application is not consistent or thorough


	Understanding of the main issues

	C
	40-49
	· Lacking methodological application

· Adequately argued

· Basic understanding and knowledge

· Gaps or inaccuracies but not damaging


	Relevance of knowledge displayed

	Fail
	0-39
	· Little relevant material and/or inaccurate answer or incomplete

· Disorganised

· Largely irrelevant material and misunderstanding

· No evidence of methodology

· Minimal or no relevant material


	Weakness of argument


* module content should be interpreted as the topic or area of research being undertaken in the study in keeping with the learning outcomes for the module.

The above criteria is applicable to both taught modules and the dissertation.
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